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Red Shift

HAVE NOT BEEN ENTIRELY IDLE IN THE LAST COUPLE
of months, though I sometimes wonder whether, given the ability
to work without sleep, I could actually manage to do Matrix and
fit in a few bits of the rest of my life as well. However,
speculation of this sort never did good to anyone.

Matrix has been progressing reasonably well, but
I've felt for some time that it has reached a plateau and I
wesn't quite sure what to do next. I too easily get very
despondent about the whole thing, and then go into a sort of
decline for a while, before bouncing back with a few idess. At
the moment, the readers also clearly feel that Matrix is
resting. The amount of post this time around has
disappointingly small, and yet again, no one has contributed film
reviews. Obviously, I can't make you watch films and review

news. This is partly because medis news does not fall within my
own areas of specialist knowledge, and partly because Matrix is
turning into an even larger task than I first imagined. I don't
mind that, but it's clesr that the time is coming to start
practicing the noble art of delegation, and to draw in more
helpers, particularly in view of my forthcoming translation to
the academic life.

To begin with, I'm keen to find someone who would
be willing to assist me in co-ordinating media news and reviews,
in the same way that Keith Mitchell works on the Clubs Column,
and Elizabeth Sourbut takes care of competitions. It would
obviously need to be someone who takes a close interest in
media matters - this would include film, video, viston and

stage productions - and someone willing to invest a fair degree

of time in locating and co-ordinating sources of information.

Obviously, any volunteer would need to be able to string words

together coherently, and be able to .m with confidence. As if
d:

can
the telephone, and might even, llthnugh this fen't strictly
necessary, have access to an Amstrad PCW 8000 series, or have
the wherewithal to dump ASCII files on a 3" disc, to save
his/her editor having to type up everything
as 1 said, this is not obligatory. Potential candidates please
contact me as soon as possible, outlining your thoughts on what
we need to do, but bear in mind that media coverage is part of
& wider whole, so grandiose plans for filling seven or eight
pages will not be looked on favoursbly.

As I seid last time sround, I'm also short of
materisl. No one responded - was it the shock of my asking
nicely instead of jumping up and down, getting red in the face?
I'm getting desperately short of material for the Soapbox
Column. As you hopefully recall, the Soapbox Column is your
column, not mine. The idea is to provide individusl members with
an opportunity to sound off on more or less anything they like.
Articles don't have to be directly related to science fiction in
all its infinite variety, although these are alvays welcome, but
can be about anything which really gets your goat and which you
think may interest other readers. Articles up to 1500 words
long will be gladly received, but don't worry if your piece is
shorter than that. I can alvays publish two shorter articles
together.

I'd also sppreciate some more artwork, mostly
smaller pleces, but & few At pleces would be particularly
welcome as I'm running low on suitable cover art.

Beyond that, please send reviews, information,
anything which might be of interest. Clubs - advertise your
forthcoming events. Bookshops - advertise your signings. Members
- please contribute to the letter column. Perhaps we are running
short of subjects? It's been suggested that the letter column
would be more stimulating if members wrote about themselves.
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It's one ides, but I'm not convinced that Matrix is the
appropriate place for this sort of correspondence, although I'll
gladly publish advertisements for penfriends, as well as
advertising virtually anything else you might want to buy, sell
or swop. Within reason.

d once again, I'd like to draw your attention to
various appeals for information from myself and Keith Mitchell,
for information on clube of various descriptions. I'd also llka
to jog people's memories sbout sending review zines, plesse.

the zines are also valuable for
constitutes free advertising, of course. I'd also like to do an
update on bookshops and mail order services in the near future,
50 please send me any information you have about bookshops,
preferably with addresses and opening times, where possible.

But, you went a subject? Here's one. What is
science fiction? During a discussion I was involved in recently,

person was attempting to formulate very precise definitions
for science fiction, fantasy, magic reslist fiction, things like
that. It set me wondering how I and other people distinguish
between science fiction and fantasy, for example. Okay, so it's
clear that 2001: A Space Odyssey is science fiction, that Lord
of the Rings is fantasy, according to fairly widely recognised
criteria, but what ehould one make of The Affirmation by Chris
Priest, or Keith Robert's Orainne, or Lucius Shepard's Life
During wartime I've seen all three variously described as
science fiction and fantasy. I know what I feel about each one,
but it is an instinctive feeling rather than anything based on
ressoning. I look on the first two as fantasy, or speculative
writing, if fantasy throws up images of quests and wizards, and
the last ss SF. And as you know, I have always preferred the
idea of SF standing for Speculative Fiction rather than Science
Fiction. So, what makes & Fiction rather than
mainstrean. Should there be a distinction at all?

Now this is not a call to define cat-egories of SF,
please. That subject has been explored already in Matrix What
I'm looking for here is a more fundamental examinstion of the
nature of SF and its relationship with other genres. Any offers?

And if that doesn't appeal, tell me what you would
like to see in future issues of Matrix and what you like about
Natrix as it currently appears. I'd be grateful if we could
avoid the ‘'why don't you get rid of the fanzine reviews/con
listings/letter pages/news columns because I don't like them'
school of criticism as quite a lot of other people find these
features useful, but ideas for improvements, for extra features,
atc would be gladly received, especially if politely presented.

It's perhaps a little late in the year for a good
springcleaning, but no time like the present, I believe. I'm
looking forward to moving on to the next phase of improvement
in Matrix, which includes buying my produdction sss:
square. I hope you will all do your bit to he:
along. I must admit that editing Natrix hasn't
anywhere near as straightforward as I naively imagined when I
started out two years ago. But as I move into my third year of
editorship, I think I'm starting to understand some of what's
involved. You've mostly been very patient although some people
are very keen for me to run while I' levering myself to
my feet. Still, it's good to know that the interest is there, if
a trifle dormant at present.

Your next deadline is:
FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

Please write - it cheers my postman and reminds me
that the world is still out there.
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WALKING ON GLASS
The BSFA Column

We are legally obliged to publish the accounts of the
Association as approved by the Extraordinary General Meeting of
13 February 1988, and we are continuing to do so et the rate of
one year's accounts per issue. This issue we're up to:

BSFA Accounts, 1985
Council Members* Report
Clarks President
Dorey Chatram

T. Taylor resigned 5 April 1985
. Knight Socrcu,ry sppointed 5 April 1985
L. Flood re-elected
B. Shaw
7. Wnite re-elected
1.P. Harvey re-elected
.M. Nicholas resigned 5 April 1985

Brown re-elected

. Langford
S. Ounsley
G. James resigned 5 April 1985
P. Kincaid
G. Rippington
C. Greenland
S. Thomason appointed 5 April 1985
D. Hodson appointed 5 April 1985

Sauyer sppointed 5 April 1985
D.V. Barrett appointed 5 April 1985
The Council Members the year ended 30 September 1985

were those listed above. L. J. White, J.P. Harvey and A.
Brown retired by rotation and offered themselves for re-
election.

Accounts

The Council Members subamit the sccounts for the year ended 30
September 1985. The excess of expenditure over income for the
year was £2121, and is dealt with &s shown in the income and
expenditure account.

Activities

The principle activities of the Association during the period
were the promotion of science fiction and the publication and
distribution of science fiction magazines.

Auditor
The auditor, F.J. Steward, FCA, has agreed to stand for re-
election.

By order of the Council
Brett Cockrell

Report of the Auditor to the Members of the British Science
Fiction Association Limited

I have audited the financial statements of the sbove Associstion
for the year ended 30th September 1985 as set out on pages
to 4. These statements have been prepared under the historical
cost accounting convention.

T have been unable to verify the existence or value of
certain of the tangible assets.

Subject to this, in my opinion the balance shest and income
and  expenditure account, pre under the account
convention stated above, give a true and fair view of the state
of affairs of the Association at 30th September 1385 and of the
excess of expenditure over income for the year then ended, and
comply with the relevant sections of the Companies Act, 1985.

(Signed) F.J. Steward
Chartered Accountant
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Income and Expenditure Account for the Ye
e for fear Ended 30th

Note 1985 1984
£ £
TURNOVER 2 6131 6224
COST OF SALES 4893) 14140)
GROSS PROFIT 1238 2084
Distribution costs @407) @632
Adninistrative expenses aotn “72)
Interest receivable
Bank t s 72
Butlding Socisty
Daposit -2 n _—
DEFICIT ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES
BEFORE TAXATION 3 @108) ©48)
Taxation on interest
received ‘ am @2
DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR @121 «70)

STATEMENT OF RETAINED SURPLUS

Balance at 30 September 1984 3378 4348
Deficit for the year @y ©70)
Balance at 30th September 1985 1257 2378
The attached notes form part of these sccounts.

Balance Sheet as at 30th September 1985

Note 30/9/85 30/9/84
& & 2 £ ¢
FIED ASSETS
Tangible Assets 5 637 779
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors
Trade debtors 233 s18
Cash at bank and in hand 694 1425
Building Society Deposit 2 266 1000 2475
999 2993
CREDITORS: amounts falling dus within e yeer
Trade creditors 107
Other creditors:
Corporation Tax 35 22
Other 38
Accruals 220 382 200 367
NET CURRENT ASSETS 647 2626

;
B
B
E

Other reserves 27 27
Income and Expenditure
Account 3378
lags 3405
by:
P. Kincaid

Director
B. Cockrell Director
Notes on the Accounts

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

@) The accounts are prepared according to the historical cost
convent ton.

) Depreciation is provided for on the cost of the library at
one-tenth of the net book value each year and on office
equipment at one-fifth of the net book value each year.
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2. TURNOVER consiste of the following sources of income:
198! 1984

5
£ £
Subscriptions 5450 5723
Publications 73 93
Litho Service 124 =
Advertising 4“7 402
Magazine Chain 18 -
8 =
o, —
3. SURPLUS ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES is stated after charging:
1985
Deprectation on m‘m- sssets  £142 £176
Auditor's remuneration £20 £20

4. TAXATION
Corporation Tax provided at 30% on Bank Deposit interest.

5. TANGIBLE ASSETS

Library Office Avards  Total
Equipnent
£ £ £ £
Cost at:
1/10/84 013 1679 27 2619
DEPRECIATION
At 1/10/84 830 1010 - 1840
for
year [ = 142
At 30/9/85 838 144 = 1962
NET BOOK VALUE
At 30/9/84 (5] 669 27 779
At 30/9/85 5 535 22 67
6. OTHER RESERVES consist of:
1985 1984
Avard Funds:
Doc Weir Mesorial Fi 15 15
British Fantasy “Wward Fund 12
£27 &7

CO—ORDINATOR'S REPORT

It's been s while since I've done one of these. It was never
intended to be a regular item in Matrix just a perfodic
opportunity for me to put my Co-Ordinator's hat on and step out
of the shadows, still I did intend it to be & bit more regular
than it has been.

So what has tempted me into the bright lights this
tim number of things, really. One of them is simply
irritation with the whole damn lot of you.

kay, you wanted & London Meeting. Okay, we went
out and found & location for it (then went out and found &
better one when the first place proved awkward). We got the
meetings started, we've attracted a fair number of people along,
and the whole event locks set fair to become a regular feature
of the London fannish calendar.

So far so good. But we've said all along that th-
current committee is already doing too much. I've organ:
few of them. Liz Holliday has organised a few of them. But e
just not possible to devote the time, and imegination
needed to make the London Meetings & real success when we're
busy doing umpteen other things for the BSFA at the same time.

Quite simply, the committes is not going to go on

ng these meetings We have asked for people
to help run the meetings. Do you know how people have
shown interest 6o far? NONE! Not one single solitary soul
you is prepared to help. We're not ssking you to jump in at the

of idess for speakers and
prepered to help with advice,
Bust have to liaise with the pub on a regular
approach possible speskers, and to maintain contact with people
once they've agreed to come along.

And if ‘we don't get that help, then we'll have no
alternstive but to let the London Meetings lapse. I'd hate to do
it. I think the London Meetings are a bloody good thing, and
they're the springboard for other regional meetings that some of

for. 1 do not want to see the London

ce But as things are we cannot continue to

run the meetings without help. And if you're not prepared to
lend that help ...

Well, on to better news. If you turn to the first
item in the “Publishing® section of the News you'll see an item
about o new British SF magazine. You'll also see that it's
offering & special discount to BSFA members. And if that's not
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L Full detsils of the time and place of the meeting will be

§00d news, 1 ot dm vt

The publishers approached us & few weeks ago to
seek advice about setting up the ine. (And quite right too,
1 hear you all say!) And that means we've been able to st qum
involved in the magazine right st the formative stages. Which is
where the £1 discount on the annual rate came in. So:n-on
out there, don't say the BSFA never does enything for you. If
you care asbout the State of S in this country, then & new
magezine has got to be encouraged, so why don't you go out and
subscribe.

And while you're st it, they're I:!lvtly seeking
stories by new writers as well as established professionals. So
that means yet another opportunity for all el us budding
writers.

There's another good deal for BSFA members at the
moment as well We have a long standing arrangement with the
American National Fantasy Fan Federation, which means you o
enter their annual short story competition at the same
NoF's on members. In other vords 31 instesd of 82, Toull find
detalls at the end of the "Awards" sectfon in the News column,
and entry forms for this *s competition are available from

Maureen or myself. So that's something else for all you writers
to think about.

;Faul, Kincatd
Y
cEcMaEGMnEGM&EGM*EGM*E‘.GMc

announced in the next issue of Natrix.
*ECGM*EGM*EGM*EGM#*EGM*EGM*

THE LONDON MEETING

We've had two meetings since the last Natrix on 16 June and 21
July, so we've had a chance to settle in to our new home. There
have been a few teething probleas, which, I suppose, were only
i be expected. The upstairs room at the Plough seess ideal for

purposes, it's a ressonablesize, nefther too large nor too
—-u. and th-r"s a big lrl-\dly ber in the
problem is, we on our first evening thers,
20 people at tlu-n\uu before they'd put on a barman. Well, by
the end of the evening we'd easily exceeded that figure, but by
then {t was too late. We thought we had that particular problem
licked come the second meeting, 1ally as we had more than
20 people there almost from the start), until we ran into an
unhelpful barmen who explained that the boss was away that

t, and we'd not given a week's notice (we'd given two
month's notice, but his mes t to be that long),
and they didn't have enough staff in, and anyway it wasn't up to
hin, mate. So we had a second evening of people running
downstairs to the bar every 60 often, but it didn't seem to
cramp anyone's style too much. Still, we're hoping we'll have
nn-uy got that little difficulty eorted out for the next

meeting.

The other probles, of course, is guests. For the
first meeting we'd spent so long finding the pub and setting up
the meeting that we had't had time to find a speaker as well
We did try to con Mery Gentle and Dave Langford into giving
impromptu talks when they turned up, but they didn't bite. So we
he evening take the course we'd intended and it a

very
for pecpls to get to know each other. And by
evening, when Lisa Tuttle, Dave Garnett, Robert Holdstock, Chris
Evans, John Brosnan and & few others turned up from a get-
together elsewhere it had turned into quite a lively occasion.
In July, of course, we did have a arranged.
Chris Evans, whose book on how to write science fiction has just
been published, was going to give & talk on that very subject.
Unfortunately he had to call it off at the last moment, becsuse
with little more than 24 hours' notice his intended house move
had it forward to the next . It was a great
disappointment, particularly as with so little notice we didn't
have the time to
thrown back upon
sorts of upsets you can expect when you're trying to get
something like this off the ground, but it doesn't make it any
better at the time. Still, Chris has said that he'd be happy to
come back and give the talk on another occasion, so we do have
that to look forward to.
can't pretend that the London Meetings are yet as
smoothly organised and run as they should be, but we're getting
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there. At the July meeting we had back issues of our magazines
for sale, and we were even sble to to take two new memberships,
which we hope will be the start of a trend. And everyone seesed
to have & good time, which is the main th

Psul Kincaid

AND AND AND

The London Meeting now has a settled venue. The
at The Plough in Museus Street, between Oxford Street and the
British Museum.
And we have a regular 7.30 on the third

Thursday of every month. So make a note in your disries now,
the next meetings are on:

Thursday 18 August

Thursday 15 September

Thureday 20 October

Thursday 17 November

There will be speakers at each mesting,

1s also & variety of recent paperbacks,
books. In addition there will be items offered in aid of TAFF. In
other words there's a lot of good stuff on offer, so make sure
you're there, along with wallets, chequebooks, Swiss bank account
nusbers and whatever else you need to secure the bargain of
your choice.

VECTOR INDEX

We've already had several people showing interest in the Index
to Reviews and Features in Vector that we announced in the last
1ssue.

Since then, however, we have come scross & complete
index of Vector since issue 1. We have yet to investigate this
fully, but obviously if we are able to publish & complete Index
we would prefer to do so. Until we know what is availsble we
sre holding off on this. Hopefully we'll be able to give you up
to date information by the next issue.

As for those of you who've already sent in cheques,
we'll be returning them shortly.

SHHELP Pes

We are still looking for volunteers to help organise and run the
BSFA London Meetings. It means ensuring the room is booked, and
arranging speakers, and you'll report directly to Paul Kincaid.
We've already got plenty of ideas and contacts to get things
going, 80 you won't be thrown in at the deep end. But we can't
do it without you. If you want the BSFA London Meetings to
continue, help us to do it. Contact Paul Kincaid at the editorial
address, todsy!

everyone involved in sclence fiction. The Bibliography Officer

will be responeible for compil and these
publications. . o

This position reports to the Co-Ordinator, and applications
should be sent to Paul Kincaid at the editorisl address.

15th, Paul Kincatd and mysel
formal surrounds
comewhat improbably named Penguin Hotel, chatting to various
bers of Birmingham fandom, and waiting for the room to fill
up a little 50 we could talk about the BSFA.

1 I con never quite gt used to the fact that whilst
many people are aware of our existence, they seem to show no
inclinetion to actually join the BSFA. A quick check revealed
that two pecple were already members, but that the rest of our

recent probless (well, it's no point essuring
everything in the garden is absolutely maggot-free, when they
can quite easily find out otherwise) and extolled the virtues of

publishing efforts. We also d the various plans
mmu-ca—m-n-m-mlarn-rutmmm
some very pertinent questions from the sudience, finishing off
with a umy discussion of how to categorise review books.

At present, it's & little difficult to ascertain how
successful we were in recruiting, although we were able to sell
back issues of magezines, hand out membership forms, and indeed
take one membership on the spot. Certainly though, we felt that
the interest was there, en: , dare I say, by the presence
of real, live BSFA committee people, and we hope it will be
followed up mm@. s report in the Brum Group newsletter,

DO YOU WANT A FREE
MAILING?

Did you know that your membership is extended by one month for
every day you help at our collating sessions? And since each
collating session takes o weekend, you can get a free mailing

every tize.
Vo nend yoor faip: Callating. ow megerines 16 8
time consuming business, but everyone who comes along makes the

ps to be taken up.

For my own part, I'd like to have & more polished
presentation ready for another occasion, al our inforsal
and relaxed approach seemed to work. Talking to local groups
does see= to be an excellent way of recruiting, bearing in mind
that BSFA Committee members are only human and can't

Job quicker and esster. And good compeny is e it
really is & good way to spend the weekend.
The next collating session is:

SATURDAY, 8 OCTOBER
SUNDAY, 9 OCTOBER

Mailing sessions are held in the wooden hut next
to Blandford Annexe, Department of Applied Statistics at the
university of Reading. See last issue for map and directions, or
else contact Keith Freeman for further details.

We are looking for someone to fill an important new position
for the BSFA.

Officer We are shortly £otg to lamch & new
series of leaflets and booklets which will contsin
bibliographies of popular authors, of the works that make
popular series, and a variety of other topics of interest to
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g
existence of local groups, and t!
the existence of the BSFA. As Keith Mitchell rlynuy says in n-
CLubs Column this issue, the local groups and

do & lot of good for one another.

And we had a most enjoyable evening in plesaant
company. The Brum Group are most Jompitatls, end Tu- look
forward to making more trips now, in my capacity as a paid-up
member of the group.

Maureen Porter

The Birmingham SF Group meets on the the third
Fridey of each month, at the Ladbroke (now Penguin) Hotel, New

ery guest
Birainghan Univeratty S &xi-ty. and in November, Gwyneth
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NEWS

MEMBERS

CONSPIRACY AVOIDS BANKRUPTCY

NEBULA WINNERS ~/ H

GARNETT'S BEST OF THE YEAR LIST

NEW MAGAZINE OFFERS DISCOUNT FOR BSFA

UGO NOMINEES

Compiled by Paul Kincald (with a little help from Locus and
other sources)

CONSPIRACY RESCUE

Conspiracy, the 1967 British Worldcon, has bean left with a
substantisl, but not enormous, deficit. At one point i
possible that the convention, under the corporate name "Science
Fiction Conventions Ltd", would be declared bankrupt. However, in
June the convention was sble to negotiate with representatives
of the Metropole Hotel .m the Brighton Confersnce Centre, to
stop the beinging beckr
all,

this, around u.soo s needed

cy proceed:
e Shortfali ia elightly under £7,000, Of
mail out the convention

£5,
organisations. Slightly less than half of the £5,000 is owed to
the Metropole Hotel and the Brighton Confersnce Centrs. The
remainder consists of smaller amounts owed to individual fans,
fen organisations and others.
convention has acknowledged error, and two
appent funde bave beem est up o help clear the debt.
debt has already been substantially reduced
because the cmau and Excise Department has been convinced
that a part of the convention registration fee was for the
Programme Book, which is not eligible for VAT. As & result the
convention is due a VAT rebate. The exact amount of this rebate
is unclear at the moment, though it would appear to be batween
£1,500 and £2,000.
Offers of donstions and fund-raising help have
already been received from Jim Burms, Robert Holdstock, Geoff

effort it looks likely that : Conmpiracy will be able to clear its
debts before the New Year
A general .wm e help from sll of British
Bede.

fandon hes been . The convention says that: “Almost
everyone in British fandom was involved in Conspiracy from its
ipciption (to-ou-theday aftendemcs, acd although 1t Would eesa
unfeir to ask for more, unless we can clear the debt everything
that vee §ood and worthuhtle sbout the British Worldcon of 1967
might be overshadowed by the present financisl embarrassment.”

Donations, idess, and offers of help should be sent
to: Linda Pickersgill, 7a Lawrance Road, South Ealing, London, WS
.

Just
rate, similar pvv;rm
Souvenir Programme Books.
The convention has said that: *To the st-ruq
Committes's shame and regret the posting of these books
been delayed these several months eince the convention m.—
of s general uncertainty regarding the financial situation.* In
all, over 1,600 remained to be sent out, 1,100 to North Americs,
100 to Australssis, 300 within the UK, and
Europe and e!

the. mais bt {a being rediced ut & vacy wstiafyiog
being made with the problem over the

moment, betng ship
possible will be distributed at this
Aeitlan SF Group has' kindly offaced to. WK madl ot cheap rate
all the Amer: amme Books outstanding after the
Vorldcon.

Hovever, eomething between £250-£300 is etill
needed to send out the copies to Europe and the UK. And there
is still confusion sbout what is to happen with the
Doks for Australie, Hovever, Coompiracy reports that the 39
is needed and what they have is narrowing all

between what
Meanwhile, further good news is that one American

dealer has enquired about Vuvkig o al). the amistaiding Spoctal

Editions of the The deal has not yet been

Programme Book.
finalised, but if it goes through it could provide & substantial
f1llip to Conspiracy funds. Jewever, {1 doee saan tiat Spacial
Editions of the snse a rare ites very
quickly. So 4f you want s Sp'cul Eattion you are advised to
contact Mike Christie, Ty-Lyn, Llangorse, Powys, Wales, LD3 7UD
s soon as possible.

Tmlmmm'l.mammm

AVARDS

The winners of this year's Nebula Award sre:

NOVEL: The Falling Woman — Pat Murphy
NOVELLA: *The Blind Geometer® - Kim Stanley Robinson
NOVELETTE: "Rachel in Love® - Pat Murphy
?msmv:'vawvmu-nnvm

Patricia award of $1,000 is pnunm by
Philadelshia Ed s«my for the best original SF paperback of
‘m".r' Nemories by Mike McQuay was given an honourable

men

The Horror Writers of America have announced their first Life
Achievement Awards. recipients are: Fritz
Rellnep Lovg a0 Clithord & Siack.

inations for the 1965 Bram Stoker Awerds
are:

Nisery - Stephen King
Swan ‘Song - Robert R. McCammon
Ash Wednesday - Chet Williamson
Unassigned Territory - Ken Nunn
Live Girls - Ray Gerton

NOVEL

The Nanse - Lisa W. Cantrell
Slob - Rex Miller
Excavation - Steve Resnic Tem

“"Pamela’s Get" - David J. Schow

SHORT STORY

charl- Grant

Robert McCammon
*Friend's Best Man® - Jonathan Carroll

BEST COLLECTION
Nidnight Plessures - Robert Bloch
The Essential Ellieon - Harlan Ellison
Scared Stiff - Ramsey Campbell
Wy Not You and I? - Karl Edward Wegner
ALl About Strange Monsters of the Recent Past - Howard Waldrop

HON-FICTION
Nary Shelley - Spark
The Zombles that Ate Pittsburg - Paul Gegne
Joe Bob Goes to the Drive-In - Joa Bob Briggs

The winners of the 1987 Analog/IASPM Awards, voted by the
resders of the two magazines published by Davis Publications,
were announced on 22 April. The winners were:

: “Manotechnology™
COVER ART: The Swoks Ring - Vincent DiFate

IASFM
NOVELLA: "Mother Goddess of the World® - Kim Stanley Robinson
"why I Left Harry's All-Night Hamburgers® -

POEM: *The Famous Hospitality of Deo'™ - J.J. Hunt

And that is also the address for any 1ons
to the Conspiracy Programse Book Fund.

MATRIX 77

The Writers of the Future Grand Prize of 34,000 went to Mancy
Farmer of Zimbabwe.
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NOVELETTE
"Buffalo Gals, Won't You Come Out Tonight® - Ursuls K. LeGuin
Buffalo Gals/FASF)
“Drean Baby" - Bruce McAllister (In the Field of Fire/IASFM)
achel in Love" - Pat Murphy (IASFM)
lowers of Edo* - Bruce Sterling (IASFM)
 "Dinosaurs* - Walter Jon Williams (IASFM)

SHORT STORY
“Angel" - Pat Cadigan (IASFM)

"Why 1 Left Harry's All-Night lh-bur!-rv' u-r-ux Watt-Evans
(IASFM)
‘Forever Yours, Anne™ - Kate Wilheln (Omni)

NON-FICTION
Anatomy of Wonder, 3rd Edition - Neil Barron Ed.
Science Fiction, Fantssy & Horror: 1966 - Charles N. Brown &
Williss G. Contento
Isaginetion: The Art & Technique of David A. Cherry - Devid A.

Cherry
The Battle of Brazil - Jack Matthews
Michael Whelan's Works of Wonder - Michael Whelan

OTHER FORMS
The Essential Ellison - Harlan Ellison
: Har’

& [This is @ new category introduced for the first time this year
_and clearly a response to the controversy last when Dark
. knight Returns could only be accommodated in the Nom-Fiction

the remit for Other Forms appears to be simply any item "t
~ does not obviously belong in any other category.

The Carmegle Medal, the longest-standing British sward for
children's books, presented by the I.lhnry davactation dud Jutgwd
by & panel of children's 1 been won by The Ghost

Drum - Susan Price (FASER). I-dunlq—lmlolh-!d-.ilh
.bwl the training of a gifted baby girl to become a witch and
shamen in the frozen north.

Other fantasy novels were among the runners-up,
including Wise Child, a Celtic fantssy by Monica Furlong; The
House on the Hill a ghost story by Eileen Dunlop; and King of
the Cloud Forests, sbout a tribe of ysti, by Michael Morpurgo.

The Kate Greensway avard for
illustration, went to Crafty Chameleon an African folk-tale
illustrated by Adrienne Kennawsy.

(Jessica Yates)

The winners ef the Ditmar Awerds, the Australian SF Awards,
have been anno
ISTLN‘GFETWTwuLangu'wM'—T«ryDWMI‘
BEST SHORT FICTION: “The Last Elsphant* - Terry Dowling

BEST AUSTRALIAN FANZINE: Science Fiction edited by Van Ikin

BEST AUSTRALIAN FAN WRITER: Perry Middlemiss

BEST AUSTRALIAN FAN ARTIST: Lewis Morley

WILLIAM ATHELING JR AWARD FOR CRITICISM: "Mirror Reversals and
the Tolkien Writing Game" - Van Ikin

MATRIX 77

Star Trek: The Next Generstion - Encounter at Far Point
The Witches of Eastwick

SEMI-PROZINE

FAN WRITER

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD

Judith Moffetts
Rebecca Grown)

Martha Soukups
of

The winner of the Atorox, the Finnish Science Fiction Award, was

at an award in Turku on 11 June 1988. The
winner is S. Albert Kivinen for his short story “Keskiytn mato
issa” (The Worm of Midnight st Ikeslinen), & horror
fantasy dedicated to HP. Lovecraft and belonging within the
Cthulhu mythos set in Finland.
The Atorox, named after the robot hero created by
Finnish SF author Aarne

previous year. It is presented by the Turku
Soctety, and wes first awarded in 1963.

(Ben Rotmolal
Controversy u the Yugoslav SF
Mmmml-xrmunmxmrmmmm
Robert

Stlverberg f Alverberg &)
year for the story -s-uug to |y_mnn But he uy: {hat botn
of these were pirate copies. Both were published without his
consent, or even his knowledge. In & letter to Locus he says:
"My attempts even to obtain coples of the translstions have
been

The other Yugoslav Awards this year were
Best Yugoslav Novel: The Universe Stealers - David G. Strorm;
Best Yugoslav Longer Story: "Sokolar” (“The Falconer®) - Vladimir
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Lazovic; Best Yugoslav Short Story: “The Shit Stealer” - Dragan
R. Filipovic; Best Illustration: Igor Kordej for the cover of the
Yugoslav edition of Neuromancer; Best Translator: Alexander B.
Nedelkovich for “Prose Bowl" by Bill Pronzini and Barry Malzberg;
and Best Foruen Stury in Translation: "Thor Meets Captain
America" - David

The 1987 Japan Science Fiction Award went to Teito Nomogatari
(Tales of the Imperial City), a ten-volume historical fantssy by
Hiroshi Aramata.

The G Avard to be funded by Andre Norton. It is to be
given to the best unpublished fantasy novel by a woman who has
sold at least one story and not more than two novels. The Award
will be a trophy, a cheque for $500, and probable publication.
Deadline for submissions for the firét award is June 1989, and
the winner will be announced at the World SF Convention in
Boston in September 1989. Norton herself will be the judge for
the first award, though in later years there will be a fudging
panel. Adds or submissions is: Andre Norton, 1600 Spruce
Avenue, Winter Park, Florida FL32789, USA.

Nominations have been announced for the Saturn Awards, which
are presented by the Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and
Horror Films. The nominations are:

BEST SCIENCE FICTION FILM
The Hidden
Innerspace
Nasters of the Universe
Predator
Robocop
The Running Man
BEST FANTASY FILN
Battertes Not Included
Date with an Angel
Harry and the Hendersons
The Living Daylights
The Princess Bride
The Witches of Eastwick

The winners will be announced at Halloween.

Harlan Ellison has won an Edgar for the Best Mystery Short
Story for "Soft Monkey".

The nominations for the 1988 Chesley Awards, presented by the
Association of Science Fiction and Fantasy Artists, are:

BEST COVER, HARDBACK
anty - The Sun the Moon and the Stars
James Christensen - Southshore
Leo & Disne Dillon - The Essential Ellison
james Gurney - On Stranger Tides
David Mattingly - The Rapture Effect
Michael Whelan - Being @ Green Mother

BEST COVER, PAPERBACK
I'(D;:r Bergenﬂorli - Across tna Sea of Suns
Burns tver of Tim
Bob Eggleton - m Maze
David Mattingly - Angels in Hell
Michael Whelan - In Conquest Born

BEST COVER, MAGAZINE
Terry Lee - Amazing, 1/88
Hank Jankus - Amszing, 5/87

BEST INTERIOR ILLUSTRATION
Janet Aulisio - Amazing, 5/87, p4l
Janet Aulisio - Analog, 8/87, pi2-3
Etienne Sandorfi - Omni, 5/87, p57

BEST UNPUBLISHED COLOUR PICTURE
Patricia Davis - Tomorrow
Carl Lundgren - The Thing in Jenny's Barn
Don Maitz - Conjure Maitz

BEST UNPUBLISHED BLACK & WHITE PICTURE
Ingrid Neilson - Sherlock Bones
Dawn Wilson - Queen of the Snows
BEST 3D ART
John Longendorfer - Hawk Mountain

MATRIX 77

ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT
Tom Canty - body of work
Rusty Hevelin - most effective auctioneer
Frank Frazetta - physical and artistic comeback
Michael Whelan - Works of Wonder

The MNational Fantasy Fan Federation (i3F) of America has
announced its annual Amateur Short Story Contest. It is open to
eanyone who has sold no more than two stories to professional SF
publications, and is for an SF or fantasy story of not more than
7,500 words. Entry fee is $1 for rs of N3F and of the
BSFA, 32 for everyone else. The first prize is $25, second prize
$15, third prize $10. Honourable mentions and finalists will
recelve a choice of paperback books available, and all entries
will receive a critique of the story submitted.

The contest rules and entry form can be obtained
from Paul Kincaid at the editorial address. All entries must
reach Donald Franson, 6543 Babcock Avenue, North Hollywood, CA
91606, USA, by 1 December 1988,

PEOPLE

Dovid Garnett has announced the contents of the first Orbit

Yearbook which will be published by FUTURA in
November at £4.99. This Best of the Year anthology includes:
"Forever Yours, Anna® - Kate Wilhelm; “The Sun Spider" - Lucius
Shepard; "Goodbye Houston Street, Goodbye" - Richard Kadrey;
“Friend's Best Man® - Jonathan Carroll; "The Wound" - Lisa
Tuttle; “E-Ticket to Namland" - Dan Simmons; "Ménage & Super—
Trofs* - Felix C. Gotschalk; “Rachel in Love" - Pat Murphy;
“Agents" - Paul Di Filippo; "Lapidary Nights" - Marta Randall;
“Murderers Walk" - Kilworth; “Thirty Minutes Over
Brosdway” and “The Annotated Jetboy" - Howard Waldrop. The
anthology also includes an Afterword, “Opposite Numbers", by
Brian Aldiss, a review of the novels of the year by John Clute,
and an Introduction and 1987 Summation by David Garnett.

Other Edens 2, the snthology edited by Christopher Evans and
Holdstock, will be published by UNWIN in October. It

contains original stories by Brian Aldiss, Scott D'lﬂﬂlld-

Grahan Michael Cobley, Ann Gay, Colin Greenland,

John Harrison, Guyneth Jones, Kilworth, Tenith Lee, 1

McDonald, Michael Moorcock, Kim Stanley Robinson, Josephine

Saxton and Ian Watson.

Meanwhile Chris Morgan, who is editing a big original anthology
of subtle horror for LEGEND, i trying to persuade his
publishers to increase the size from an already massive 100,000
words, to 150,000 words because of the excellent stories by
leading authors he will have to exclude otherwise.

For obvious reasons, therefore, the final list of
contents has not been decided, but Morgan has slready bought
new stories by Brian Aldiss, AL Barker, John Brunner, Ramsey

Steve Gallagher, Kilworth, David Langford, Tanith
Lee, Brian Stableford, Lisa Tuttle, Freda Warrington and Ian
Watson.

The anthology is due to be published in time for

Eastercon next year, where they intend to hold the launch party.

And still on the subject of anthologies, Storis is a new
anthology of original short stories by women that is to be
published twice & year by PANDORA. The first volume will appear
in November in simpultaneous hardback and paperback publication.
It is edited by Kate Figes, and as well as major writers has a
policy of sncadresthe ol little known women writers. Among
tured in the first volume sre: Kathy Acker, Sarsh
n-yu.. n-pnn. DuMaurier, Ruth Rendall, Fay Weldon and Jeanette
Vinterson.

John Brunner, one of the contributors to Chris Morgan's
enthology, reports that he has just signed a contract with BAEN
to edit two collections of SF and fantasy by Rudyard Kip]
Meanwhile DEL REY are shortly to publish The Best
Brunner, with an introduction and commentary by Joe
es well as & new novel, under. He is
now looking for & publisher for the novel he has just completed:
Tooth and Claw lso appears that his Zarathustra Refugee
Planet novels are going to appear in omnibus form for the first
time, prohlbly under the title Victims of Nova.

footnote on awards Brunner adds: “A few weeks
ego 1 anscov-md from an 'About the Author' note in one of my
Spanish editions that I'd won the major Spanish SF award, the
Gilgamesh Prize - in 1986! No one had got around to telling me."
The award wes for The Jagged Orbit.

of John

Mery Gentle has sold a collection of short nnrm. including
some previously unpublished, to MACDONALD/FUTI
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Leigh Kamnedy reports that she is curently \uriting a eeat-
serious history of chocolate®, The mind boggles.

Iain M. Banks has written to point out that his new novel, The
Player of Games, just out from MACMILLAN, does not feature the
same war as in Consider Phlebss "It tekes place years
later, in pesce time", though it is told from the point of viws

Barry took over as head of the Plays department at
BEC TV in 1952. His budget for the year was £250, he
invested the 1ot in a new writer, Nigel Kneale, who produced The
Quatermass Experiment, one of the most influential SF dremas in
the history of television. was also the producer of the
famous 1954 production of 1984 which actuslly produced an
outcry from WPs.

of someone on the “other side” from the centra
Phlebes.

Meanwhile, in an interview with author Allan Massie
broadcast on Radio 3 on 19 June, Banks revealed that his next
novel, a political thriller set in Panams, is still at the
research stage and as yet he hasn't even begun writing.

Bin Rks. a0 crope op de W sritar of an fstrediriin to
iriconium by M. John Harrison,

In Viricontus, and the short stories from Virfconium Nights,
though it is not clear whether these are ss they appeared in
the British edition of the book, or the slightly different

in America under the same

harboured a plan to bring all his
Viriconiua stories and novels together in one volume, arranged
according to internal chronology. This volume would sees to be
the first step towards achieving that.

Christopher Prisst snd David Langford, who together comprise
Seaiile'Softuers, beve bem iovolved 1a & contratespe with coe
of the successful computer companies Britain. The
telephone peetblomir spparently went like e
Do you write software for our computers?
“Yes," replises Prisst.
-v.u, we'd like copies of all of 1t.*
we'll post you an order form and you can send
1t back with & cﬁ.qun
*Listen, sunshine, I don't think you heard who we
are. We don't actually pay for software.”
11, what a coincidence. We don't actually give it
away."

ltlwhull]-ht-nllm‘uu(wtvﬂhl—llmm
Booker Prize short list. of the

which contains sentences like
st her bosom like furry fingers'
Watson's Whores of Babylon just

can't be two novels around with that setting?

Keith Roberts is becoming the mainstay of the British small
presses. Not only is there a mystery novel Road to
Paradise, coming out from KEROSINA later this year, but MORRIGAN
is bringing out a collection of storiss, Winterwood and Other
Hauntings. Thees are previoualy uncollacted stories from the
same era as his first ever collection, Nachines and Men
other words the mid to late 60s, and previously only awatiable
in rather obscure magazines.

The monumental The Collected Storfes of Philip K. Dick which

in five volumes from American small press
UNDERWOOD MILLER, is going to have a more readily available
publication in this country. GOLLANCZ are bringing out the first
voluse, Beyond Lies the Wub in November. The voluse,
Second Variety, will follow next year, with the other volumes
coming later.

Neil Gainan and Stepien Jones have finally coupleted their mng-
threatened anthology of “nasty verse® for children.

Sick contains poems by 30 SF, Fantasy end uwrw -.—n-u
including Clive Barker and Gene Wolfe The anthology is planned
to be published by DREAMHAVEN BOOKS in time for the World
Fantasy Convention.

Hamish Hamilton, the publisher, died on 24 May 1988. He was 67.
Hamish

organisal
which left him with substantial control of the company, so that
the list alvays reflected own tastes. Although Hamish
Ham{lton never had & science fiction imprint, it has often
ventured into the genre and its outskirts, for instance with
Peter Ackroyd's Hawksacor and Paul Theroux's O-Zone

Alice Martha Lightner, suthor of over a dozen SF novels for
children, died on 3 February 1988. She was 83.

AM. Lightner's first SF st n 1959, and
from The Rock of Three Planets (1963) until Star Circus (1977)

ice stringent social engineering, and gives an even-handed,
matter of fact look at racism on both sides.

Michael Shears, Pulitzer Prize winner and occasionsl SF suthor,

died of & heart attack st his home in Tallahassee, Floride, on 5
May 1985. He was 56.

Shaara's stories appeared regularly in Astounding,

Galaxy and F&SF t the 508 and 60s, and taught English

at Florids State University from 1961 to 1973. His first novels

1 is novel sbout the American Civil

Var, The Killer Angels (1974) that he won the prestigious

lished 7he Herald, about &

scientist's attempt to depopulate the earth in the near future,

end the following year he collected most of his SF stories in

Soldier Boy.

A new SF magazine is offering & special discount to BSFA

r issue, or £8 for an annual subscription. BSFA members will
get & special annual subscription rate of £7. The first issue is
due in January.

The magazine, whose title has yet to be decided,
will follow the time-honoured format of featured novella
novelette, several short stories, and the occasional review nr%
items of interest to any SF fan. The stories will be tllustrated
end there will be & letter column.

editor and publisher, Richard Newcombe, 1s '

from new writers as well as established authors.

T sidess, for eubsiseiooe (uith o etemped,
addressed envelope for return of manuscripts) and subscriptions.
is: ¥ Publishing, 28 Sarille

Road, Westwood, Peterborough, PE3:

3 3 9 S i
As of 8 September, LEGEND will be the imprint for all ccl-w-
fiction and l-ne-y published /~HUTCHINSON.
means that LEGEND will mhwhmu‘m-wuu

Author signings scheduled for The Book Inn, Charing Croes Rosd,
London, all of which will take place between 6.30 and 7.30, are:
Jobn Brosnan - 5 August - signing The Sky Lords

Iain M. Banks - 12 August - signing The Player of Games

Mary Gentle - 2 September - signing the paperback edition of
Ancient Light

Scott Bradfield - O September - eigning The Secret Life of
Houses

Chris Fowlar - 7 October - signing Roofworld

OBITUARIES

Micheel . one of the formative figures in British TV drama,
died on 27 June 1988. He was 78.

MATRIX 77

trade and market

Towy e lmmctbg thai ses aspuombon with
staultaneous hardback and lication of
Seventh Son by Orson Scott Card the Tirat voluss of his “Tales
of Alvin Maker®; Islands in the Net by Bruce Sterling, his new
novel wet in 2023; Roofworld by Christopher Fowler, the first
novel by s former Vector editor; The Last Sword of Power by
David Gemmell, a new magical saga set at the dawn of the Dark
Ages; and Sleeping in Flame by Jonsthan Carroll, a new fantasy.

Fantasy Tales the

paperback ?
David Sutton, it will be subtitled "The

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1988



Paperback Magazine of Fantasy and Terror", and the first of the
new issues will be available to coincide with the World Fantasy
Convention this autumn. Cover price will be 99P.

Interzone, which goes bimonthly from issue 25, as announced in
the last Natrix has also s a contract with a new
distributor. This means that its circulation has already lespt
dramatically, and is continuing to rise. And it should mesan that
the magazine will now be availsble in WH. Smiths and other
nevsagents around the country.

They have announced
include Thomas M. Disch's hard-hitting and witty analysis of the
controversial UFO book Communion by Whitley Strieber, plus new
storfes by Kim Stanley Robinson, Bob Shaw and Brian Stablaford
among others.

that upcoming issues will

MARVEL COMICS have launched
Dragon's Claws What's new about this is that it is the first
tine that MARVEL UK has published a comic created in the UK,
rather than one whose characters have ported from their
parent company in the USA. It is MARVEL's first attempt to
create characters here and then export them to the USA.

Dragon's Claws, launched on 16 June, will appear
monthly. It is written by Simon Furman and the artist is Geoff
Senfor. It is set in 8162 AD, with the Earth moving closer to
the sy the vase 4 up, animals dying out, and civil unrest
mpant. To contain the unrest the violent "Game* was created,
noet of the game players have now turned renegade, and only the
Dragon's Claws team now face the threat.

a new comic in this country,

There has been a big shake-up among American Literary Agents.
Two of the biggest agencies handling
amalgamated. From now on all the busin
agency will be handled through Curtis Brown Ltd. The change has

not been as smooth ss all that however. Vicinanza, who
was foreign rights director of Kirby McCauley has left to set
up his own agency, Robert
Silverberg, Jack Vance and John Crowley. At the same time Kay
McCauley has left the Kirby McCauley company and is expected to
set up her own agency.
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Richard GRANT Rumours of Spring GANTAM, pbk)
Ann HALAM Transformations (ORCHARD, hbi)
Stmon HAVKE The Zenda Vendetts GEADLINE, pbk)
Frank Eye (NVEL, pbk)
Janes HERBERT Hounted GHODDER, hi
Carol HILL Amanda and the shm Million Mile High Dancer
(BLOOMSBURY, pbk)
Villiam HODGSON The House on the Borderland (ROBINSON, pbk)
James P. HOGAN Endgame Enigma (CENTURY, hbk & pbk)
Where Time Winds Blow (VGSF, pbk)
Cecalia HOLLAND Floating Worlds (VGSF Classic 26, pbk)
Shirley JACKSON The Lottery (ROBINSON, pbi)
John JAMES Men Went to Cattraeth (BANTAM, pbk)
K. JETER Infernal Devices (GRAFTON, pbk)
JONES The Lives of a.rmapn.r Chant (METHUEN, hbk)

Majorie Bradley KELLOGG with William ROSSOW The Wave and the
Flame (VGSF, pbk)
Katherine pell (GRAFTON, pbk)

Gary KINDER Light Years (PENGUIN, pbk)
RA. LAFFERTY East of Laughter (MORRIGAN, hbi)
Tanith LEE East of Midnight & Companions on the Rosd (BEAVER,
pok), The Book of the Damned & The Book of the Beast (UNWIN,
pbk)

LUMLEY Necroscope II: Wamphyri! GRAFTON, pbk)
Paul J. McAULEY Four Hundred Billion Stars (GOLLANCZ, hbk)
Phillip MANN Pioneers (GOLLANCZ, hbk% The Eye of the Queen
(GRAFTON, pbk); Naster of Paxwax (GRAFTON, pbk)
Anita MASON The War Against Chaos CHAMISH HAMILTON, hbk)
Michael MOORCOCK Wizardry and Wild Romance (VGSF, pbk)
Pat MURPHY The Shadow Hunter GHEADLINE, pbk)
Rachel POLLACK Unquenchable Fire (CENTURY, hbk & pbk)
Tim POWERS On Stranger Tides (GRAFTON, hbk)
Keith ROBERTS Pavane (PENGUIN, pbk)
RA. SALVATORE The Crystal Shard (PENGUIN, pbk)
Melissa SCOTT Five-Twelfths of Heaven (VGSF, pbk)
Robert SILVERSERG At Winter's End (GOLLANCZ, hbk)
Robert SILVERBERG & Martin H. GREENBERG (Eds) Fantasy All-Time
Greats (ROBINSON, pbk)

SHITH The

NEW AMD FORTHCOMING
JUNE - AUGUST

Lynn ABBEY Unicorn and GEADLINE, pbk)
Brian ALDISS Earthworks & The Malacia Tapestry (METHUEN, pbk)
Plers ANTHONY Ghost & Being a Green Mother (GRAFTON, pbk)
Isaac ASIMOV Space Ranger & Pirates of the Asteroids (LIGHTNING,
pbk)
Issac ASIMOV, Martin H GREEMBERG & Cherles G. WAUGH (Eds)
Classic Science Fiction Short Novels of the 1930s (ROBINSON,
pbk);  Supermen u\osmgou pak). Intergalactic Empires (ROBINSON,
pbkr 5pqus (ROBINSON,

TTANASIO Arc of kh' h'-ll (GRAFTON, pbk)

Peter S. BEAGLE The Folk of the Air GHEADLINE, pbk)
BENFORD In Allen Flesh (GOLLANCZ, hbk); Great Sky River
VGSF, pbk)
james P. BLAYLOCK Land of Dreams (GRAFTON, hbk & pbk)
Zimmer BRADLEY Ed. 2 GEADLINE, pbk)

Jack L. CHALKER Lords of the Niddle Derk (VEL, pbk)
R CHETWYND-HAYES Tales from the Hidden World (KIMBER, hbk)
Anh\r C. CLARKE & Gentry LEE Cradle o UL by
David PRINGLE & Simon OUNSLEY (Eds) Interzome: The
o Anthology ONEL, pbk)
COOK The Walrus and the Warwolf (CORGL, pbk)
Louise COOPER The Thorn Key (ORCHARD, hbk) & Indigo I: Nemesis
UNWIN, pbk)
Michael CRICHTON The Andromeda Strain & Sphere (AN, pbk)
John CROWLEY #gypt (VGSF, pbk)
Lyndan DARBY Bloodseed (UNWIN, pbk)
August DERLETH The Mask of Cthulhu & The Trail of Cthulhu
(GRAFTON, pbk)
Joe DEVER Highway Holocaust GEAVER, pbi)
Philip K. DICK Nick and the Glimmung (GOLLANCZ, hbk)
Carole Welson DOUGLAS Keepers of Edanvant (CORGI, pbk)
Ru EMERSON To the Haunted Mountains GEADLINE, pbk)
Steve ERICKSON Days Between Stations (FUTURA, pbk)
Philip Jose FARMER Dayworld Rebel (GRAFTON, pbk)
John FARRIS Wildwood OVEL, pbk)
Alan Dean FOSTER The Deluge 2 Ol s
Rigul FITH Olympiad QMVIY, phic
Cratg GARDNER A Malady of ngldu‘ GEADLINE, pbk)
Jobn GILBERT Atki <cmrrou pbk)
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¥ of Man (VGSF Classic 25, pbk)
SPEDDING The Road and the Hills (UNWIN, pbk)

Judith TARR The Hall of the Nountain King (PAN, pbk)

Roger TAYLOR The Call of the Sword GHEADLINE, pbk)

(GOLLANCZ, hbk); Whores of Babylon
®ALADIN, pbk)
Lawrence WATT-EVANS With a Single spels GRAFTOK,

& Tracy HICKMAN Gds) Dragonlance e

i, pbk)
Connte WILLIS Lincoln's Dreams GRAFTON, pbk)

MEDIA

The Making of the Representative for Planet 8, the opera written
by Doris Lessing and Philip Glass, and based upon Lessing's
hes finally had its
premier in Houston, Texss, to less than exstatic reviews.
general view seems to be that Glass has sacrificed the misic to
Lessing words, and that the piece doesn't work as drama. 11
have a chance to decide for ourselves when the opera comes to
the Coliseun in London in November for performences by the
English National Opera.
Meanwhile, undeterred by any criticism, Lessing and
Glass are already at work upon their next opera.

The sequel to The Fly is now being made, with Eric Stoltz (from
Mask) teking the lead. It is expected to be released in America
at the end of this year, or Spring 1989, with cinemas in this
country probably taking it later in 1989,

Blade Runner ss an animated TV series? That seems to be the
plan, since Ralph Bakshi, who made Wizards and The Lord of the
Rings apparently holds the rights to the film.

%)

‘o <
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AUTUMN CATALOGUES
Compiled by Paul Kincaid

This is the time of year when announce their titles
for the autumn, so we thought we'd take a trawl through some of
the catalogues that have come in to find out what we can look
forward to between August and the end of the year.

BANTAM's list includes only three hardbacks this autumn, Demon
Lord of Karanda, the third part of The Malloreon David
Eddings is due in September, as is Prime Evil a collection of
13 original horror stories by writers such as King, Straub,
Barker, Campbell and Strieber, edited by Douglas Winter. While in
November there's Dregonsdawn by Anne McCaffrey, which tells the
story of the first colonists to arrive on Pern, and so commence
the events of her long-running Dragon series.

David Eddings also features on Bantam's paperback
list with Guardians of the West and King of the Nurgos, the
first two parts of The Malloreon, coming out as trade
peperbacks in August. In the same month there's Rumours of

Spring by
left on Earth which suddenly begins to grow.

In Septesber thers's The Dark Druid, the conclusion
of the story of Finn MacCushal, by Kenneth C. Flint. In October,
Fw,bgtmmdhthlhtwta(lmtdmby
Margaret Weis Tracy Hickman. in Decesber Harry
Mot 0o, SSaiaiboe blaal it hv-g' 1s another episode
in the long-running

CORGI, Bantam's stablemate at Transworld, offers Keepers of
Edanvent, Book One of The Sword and the Circlet trilogy by
Carcle Melson Douglas in August. In October there's the final
novel in Sheri S. Tepper's Jinian trilogy, Jinian Star-Eye In
November we finally get the paperback edition of Mort by T
Pratchatt. This is followed in December by Track of the White
Half, the fouith purt of Lie:alght-vilime romaciic facteey spic
hronicles of the Cheysull by Jeanifer

January 1989 comes Dreams of Stone the first part e
trilogy, The Unbalanced Earth, by Jonathan Wylis.

have one treat in their mainstream list with Forgotten
Life by Brian Aldiss, which follows Joseph and Clement Winter
from Suffolk in the early 1930s, to Burme and Sumatra during
the war, and on to present day Oxford and Americs.

The SF list features several first novels that look
very interesting. In August there's The Sky Lords by John
Brosnan who has already had a number of books about the cinema
published, as well as being half of & horror-writing duc. This
first solo SF novel is set long after the Gene Wars, when the
devastates remnants of humanity have to contend with warlords
who patrol their territory in mile-long dirigibles. Four Hundred
Billion Stars also due in August, is the debut of Paul
who has built up a reputation through his stories in Int-rm
This concerns the mystery of a small planet that st some
point, been altered by aliens in order to support life. The third
debut comes in November with Double Planet by John Gribbin and
Marcus Chown. Gribbin is one of our foremost science writers
end occasional Vector reviewer, Chown works on New Scientist, 6o
their story of the effects of a giant comet coming close to
Earth should be strong on scientific detail

re are four sequels on the list also. Lavondyss
by Robert Holdstock, with fllustrations by Alan Les, is the long
eunited sequel to Mythago Wood This novel takes us on to the

the last piece of work done by

wait until January 1989 for Eternity by Greg Bear, his sequel to

Eon, which is ebout nothing less than the creation of a

Universe.

Of course we shouldn't forget Wyrd Sisters by

Terry Pratchett, his eixth Discworld novel, and the one that
festures the return of Granny Weatherwax.

There are also four collections of stories s the

Gollancz list. In September there's The Rediscovery of Nan by

which has already been published in paperback

a5 VGSF Classic 25, & superb collection of Saith's stories that

originally in ica as The Best of Cordwsiner Smith

In October there's Terry's Universe edited by Beth Meacham, &

tribute to Terry Carr in the form of original stories by LeGuin,

n-.rwe suv-rn.q Letiber, Wilhels, Robinson, Zelazny and Wolfe.

St Worlds of Wonder features

clluk stortes by Bester, Blish, Cordwainer Smith and Aldiss,

accompanted by Silverberg's autobiographical reminiscences, and
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his essays on writing. Finally in November there's Beyand Lies
the Wub, the first of five volumes of the Collected Works of
Philp K. Dick covering stories from the beginning of his
between 1951 and 1952. e _—

For some reason the GOLLANCZ catalogue provides nothing more
than & lst of lwmm-lr‘ os' paperbacks, without even
indicating when due, which are VGSF Classics.

they
However, for I!ﬁl\ it's Mh, this h the Hll'

wild Michsal Moorcock:
£aypt - Joho Croley; The Witches of Karres - James Schattn
Spell of the Witch World - Andre Norton; Imperial Earth - Arthur
C. Clarks; Ship of Strangers - Bob Shaw; Berserker - Fred
Sabarhagen; Windhaven - George R.R. Martin & Lisa Tuttle;
Lavondyss - Robert Holdstock; The Instrumentality of Mankind -
Cordwainer Saith; Reign of Fire - Marjorie Bradley Kellogs with
Villian B. Rossow; Cryptozoic - Brian Aldiss; Worlds . Wonder. -
Robert Silvarbers; Beyond Hesven's River - The
Affirsation - Cuelstopar Priset; Wave Vithout o Shore - Co
Cherryh;  Silence in Solitude - Melissa Scott; The Dosad!
Experiment - Frank Herbert.

GRAFTON offers a simultaneous hardback paperback
publication in October of Berid Fringie'e Py Fantesy: The
Hundred Best Novels covering the genre from 1345, and renging
fron Mervyn Peake's Titus Groan to J.G. Ballard's The Day of
Creation.

In fiction there's Silver Tower by Dale Brown about
America's first limited nuclear war in space, published in
August. Tim Powers's On Stranger Tides also in August, is a
fantesy about pirstes and zombies, Blackbeard and the Fountain
of Youth. In October Isaac Asimov both begins and concludes his
epic Foundation series with Prelude to Foundation which tells
of the adventures of Hari Seldon before the events of
Foundation, and which is intended to round off the whole series.
Also in October there's Faerie Tale, & modern tale of terror and
fantaey drauing on Caltic myth and folklore, E

sorcery set in the 17th century.

HEADLINE, who still haven't provided hardback editions for any of
their SF, are having a Science Fiction end Fantasy promotion in
August, with The Fnll of the air Beagle's lstest
er, sweeping ite central figure from the
prenistoric past to e sty future, by the latest double
hvmmhcn-'.rwmmn-qmutmlnn
century England, by Lynn Abbey with illustrations by Robert
Gould; The Call of the Sord. <The Firat Chronicle of Hawklan,
by a new British writer Roger Taylor; and To the Hunted
Nountains, Ru Emerson's first volume in a fantasy trilogy, *The
Tales of Nedao®.
Thereafter there's sr«m and Shining Tiger, a new
fantasy by Claudia J. Edwards
Lois McMaster

inally, in December, there's Ancient Dreass,
crusbling, corrupt sagpére of Tthen and the quest for e eleeping
princess, by Marc Alaxander.

some interesting, and often superb,

s
Days of March The mainstay of the list, Keith
Roberts, has come up with something unexpected this time, a
datective novel, Road to Paradise due in October. That will be
followed in November by Stareys from the Old Hotel, prwm.xy
uncollacted stories by Gene Wolfe. As for the new they are
offering 1 Bishop'e third mafor revision of his  firet
novel, z,- of Fire, in February 1989; and in May, in time for
Mexicon, there will be The Masters of Tolos & new science
fiction novel by D.G.

LEGEND, which takes over all the hardback and paperback science
fiction previously published by CENTURY

be simultanecusly published hardback and trade

paperback. They start in September mn Seventh Son, Voluse 1
of the Tales of Alvin Maker by Orson Scott Card, a fantasy that
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goes back to the early days of the American pioneers, alresdy
familiar from his stories such as ‘“Hatrack River”. Also in
September there's Jonathan Carroll's Sleeping in Flase which
festures "a chain reaction of bizarre encounters and chilling
threats from some dark otherworld of dreams and

In October there's the first novel from a former
Vector editor, Christopher Fowler, Roofworld, a strange and
horrific battle for control of London's rooftops. lslands in the
Net by Bruce Sterling, his fourth novel, is set in 2030 when the

latest fantasy by David Gemmell set as the Dark Age dawns over
Roman Britain.

Finally there are two books due in November. An
Alfen Light by Mancy Kress involves a war between husanity and
the alien Ged, and the Ged attempt to understand how humans can
turn violence on themselves. The only one of these not to
receive simultaneous back publication is The Final ﬂ.-t
by the Roman Catholic priest turned writer Andrew Gresley,
povel shich davolves the Bllgrin ship Eme mmd fie fisel
landfall on planet Zylong.

There are, however, a couple of CENTURY hardbacks
that are also likely to be of interest. In September there's
Villian Horwood's Duncton Quest, the sequel to his mole
adventure Duncton Wood and in October there's Transformation:
The Breskthrough, Whitley Streiber's follow-up to his account of
meeting alien visitors, Comsunion

ROBINSON venture into hardback in September with Best New SF 2,
the monumental best of the year anthology edited by Gardner
Dozois, and featuring stories by Sterling, Cadigan, LeGuin,
Stlverberg, Card, Robinson, Shepard and Wolfe among others. There
1s & simultaneous ck edition of this. Also in September,
but in paperback only, there's The Nammoth Book of Short Horror
Novels edited by Mike Ashley and featuring ten short novels by
the likes of Stephen King, Lucius Shepard and

Doyle. The late Robert Aickman

which receives simultaneous hardback and peperback publication,
both appear in October.
Also in October, Horror! from Fantasy Tales edited
Stephen Jomes and David Sutton is & collection of the best
stories from 10 years of the magazine which is being relsunched
in October ss a Robinson paperback.
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Finally there's Christmes Ghosts edited by Kathryn
Cramer and David G. Hartwell, s collection of classic tales from
Charles Dickens to Ramsey Campbell published in a de-luxe
paperback edition with & gold foil cover.

UNWIN HYMAN hardbacks offer the first collection of short
stories by Scott Bradfield The Secret Life of Houses in
September. In the same month there's the new novel by Gwyneth
Jones, Kairos in which the world starts to disintegrate,
objective reality cesses to function, and magic and metaphor
become “real”. The new novel by Garry Kilworth, Abandonats,

November, when all the rich people disappesr and the
down and outs inherit the earth.

In August, morsover, there's more JRR. Tolken to
look forward to, with a new edition of Tree and Leaf, and The
Retun of the Shadow which has the cumbersome subtitle: The
History of The Lord of the Rings Part One, The History of
Middle-earth Volume 6, which brings Christopher Tolkien's study
of his father's work up to the earliest versions of The
. The one-volume edition of The Lord of

ober.

Fellowship of the Ring.
the Rings gets hardback publication in Oct
Meanwhile

Iain Banks. That's due in September, while in
August there's The Gods in Anger, the fourth and concluding part
of the Omaran

£ Cooper's
and is followed with Inferno in October.

firet book, The Road and the Hills came out in
paperbeck in July, hes ite sequel, A Cloud over Water, published
in September, and the final part of the trilogy, The Streets of
the City, cones out in November. Then there's Lyndan Darby's The
Eye of Time trilogy, which had its second pert, Bloodseed
published in July, and which is concluded by Fhoenix Fire in
November. Also

where someone is systesatically hunting down
and killing all the vampires, and Oxford don
James Asher has to track down the culprit.
Also on the Unwin list is Other Edens 2, the second
original anthology edited by Christopher Evens and Robert
Holdstock.

An Appeal

EDWARD MARKOV

THIS IS AN APPEAL TO ALL FANS. WHILE YOU READ THIS AND CARRY
out your fannish activities without restriction, you can help a
fan who is in dire straits.

Some of you may remember that, about two years
ago, 8 J-uwh fan in the Soviet Union, Edward Markov, ssked for
help. The English fans responded by writing to him in large
nusbers, inviting him to conventions and generslly causing &
fuss. The result of an active public campaign was that Sergel,
Edward's son, received permission to emigrate. During the
process, Edwerd himself took the decision to take a low profile,
and asked for fans' actions on his own behalf cesse. He now asks
for fans e to support him publicly. Despite Gorbachev's
‘glasnost' and the high profile of the USA's Rights
concerns, Edward is still trapped without a visa.
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Edward is 56 years old. He is a science fiction
trenslator and unpublished writer. He has spent the last nine
years trying to leave the Soviet Union for & culture and regime
more suited to his idess and writings. This is what Edward
wents you to do;

FANS - write to Edward at:

Kostyushko 10/67
LENINGRSD 196240
RSFSR/USSR

Edward is especislly interested to see copies of publications
produced by independen

understand that
betteer chance of getting through to him, but much of what you
send will never arrive. Whether they arrive or not, the number
of latters sent is very important to those in authority in the
USSR

CONVENTION ORGANISERS - plesse invite Edward and his wife to
your cons. He ssks that he should be sent a formal invitation
(to his address above) and a copy should be sent to the Soviet
Writers Union:

Soyuz Pisately SSR
ul. Vorovekogo 52
Moscow 121825

Please also notify Dov Rigal (address below) of any action or
invitation on Edward's behalf. In the event of Edward being able
to attend & con (Le. grented a visa to lesve the USSR) all
costs will be met by Dov Rigal

Please pass this information on. If you have any questions or if

do get any response from any source plesse contact Dov
Rigal st 80 Mill Street, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 2EF. Tel: 08675
78653 (home) or 01 439 7717 (work)
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The Wanderground

LOCAL & REGIONAL GROUPS

comptled by Keith Mitchell

VELCOME TO MY FIRST SHOT AT THE REJUVENATED NATRIX CLUBS
Colusn. The main resson I've taken this on is a belief that the
relationship between the BSFA and your local

coluan develops, is to expand on this relationship. This will
need involvement from you, the local group members, as much as
myself, but I think the benefits to both the BSFA and local
groups will make it all worthwhile.

How I intend to go about this has already been
touched on by Maureen. The first priority is to get together &
comprehensive and accurate directory of all the clubs currently
on the go. I plan to publish this at regular intervals - the
next one will come after I've digested all the updates to the
listing printed in the last Aatrix After that, it can be an
annual event, but I'll print updates as you send them to me in
each Matrix

ce things are on a steady footing, I should be
able to send out & questionnaire to keep reco

sbout your local group. T an especially keen to leer shout oew
groups starting up, also, for the next issues, of
u..xmnymn-g-memmu groups - this is your big chance
to get members for the new ters.

Once we get up-to-date listings going, there are
some cbvious bemefits. BSFA members can more essily find out
where to get the social contact that the mailings deny thes.
Vhat's more, local groups are a good place for us to recruit
new members - just how many people in local group are in
the BSFA? Show ‘'em some of our publications if they're not
convinced.

Speaking from personal experience, an important use
of a clubs listing is for people who move and find themselves
in a new town, and vant to meet people. Listings were certainly
.ugm,:aumpm.‘-ylmmnass.m1mlm
the Wellington], London and Glasgow end Hampstesd local
mupm:mu-vmpm few years.

It was the Edinburgh group, FORTH, though, where I
arted in Fandom, learned sbout the BSFA, and etill continue
now (and perhaps forever?). If categorising people into types of
fandom (e.g Convention, Fanzine, media) is your bag, then perhaps
1 fit into the Local Group fandom slot. I'm sure there are
plenty more out there.

Beyond doing @ directory, I also want this column
to provide a news function. if has any interesting
events planned, has been up to anything recently, or even if you
just have some juicy gossip, then let me know. An unfortunate
upshot of the Matrix schedules means that I need to know about
events at least three months in advance, though.

Anyway, on to business. First of all, some updates
to the lsting published in the last Natrix The on
Group has changed its venue - it now meets at The Wheatsheaf,
in Oxford Lane. Meetings are still on lst and 3rd Thursdays of
tact: Margaret Tout, 2 Rosebank, Lyam (0925 75

the month. Conf
4453) for more information.

The Bristol SF Group meets every Thursday in Mr

Pope's “just off Park Street" at present, but apparently a change

of venue is in prospect, so check first. Contact: Christina Lake

or PeterFred Thompson at 47 Wessex Avenue, Horfield, Bristol,

ODE (0272 514223). The group also gets up to other

activities, including meals, picnics, video nights and discussions
of SF writers.

Even though it's only been going eince January this
year, the Norwich SF is managing to produce s monthly
‘zine by the title of Star Paws They meet at laA.t |wtnum1y.
and for more information sbout where and

Lewis on 0508 41 8380.

Closer to my neck of the woods, the regular
meetings of the Edinburgh University SF Society are apparently

MATRIX 77

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

150 open to non-students. These are held in The Quill on
G'u"‘ IVth Bridge every Thursday, though confirm this outside
tern-time before going. They also have more formal events, end
recently had new Edinburgh resident, Iain Banks, as & guest
speaker.

Despite omission from last issue's listing, and
eviction from their previous venue, the Glasgow group, FOKT, or
Friends of Kilgore Trout as they are known in polite company,

Thursday evening, but at present I have lost track of the venue.

If Indisn Scout is more your cup of "Chai® than the
chi

night in their secret basement, the Assegai and Voortrekker. How
the South African Consulate feels about this concentration of
ideological correctness just around the corner is another
matter, of course.

That sbout wraps it up for this month - thank

to all those who wrote in with informstion, but I'm eure there

l.!]lnol,uuoutﬂ."l"nllﬂlmthlrfm T can't

a column without your help, so plesse get writing,

-pm.uy if you vent your student group to be mentioned in
time for the new

with  informat: please contact Keith
Mitchell at :Fl. 43 Iona St, Edinburgh, EHE 8SP

Teses
Maureen Porter and Paul Kincaid would be interested
in hearing from other fans in the Folkestone ares, with a view

to trying to get some sort of regular meeting going in the
ares. Write to the editorial address.

FAN CLUBS/LITERARY SOCIETIES/ETC

compiled by Maureen Porter

KEITH SEEMS TO HAVE DONE PRETTY WELL FOR RES 1, however,
wes not quite so successful, although my thanks to Jessics
Yates for contributing the piece on The Tolkien Society.

I have come across & brief mention of s new Star
Trek fanclub . Star Trek - The Mext Generation FanClub is in the
process of being set up. Further details availsble from Ms Linds
Hepden, 85 Eastwick Row, Adeyfield, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2
41Q. An SAE (9x4) or an envelope plus IRC if overseas, would be
helpful. Indeed, when writing to any group or society for
information, an SAE would be apprecisted.

If you recall my brief is for information on
litersry societies, such s the Tolkien Soctety, fanclubs, such
®s the aforementioned Star Trek group, media , film
sooleties, you name it. hing which doesn't quite fit into

Keith's sphere of interest. I have some information to work on,

vathar you grgenies evants, and anything elee you think mey be
of interest. At the very lesst, look on this ss free advertising.

THE TOLKIEN SOCIETY

The Toliden Society, founded in 1969, is a
regiatered charity dedicated to furthering intersst in the Itfe
and works of Professor J RR Tolkien, its honorary president ‘in

tines per year, the critical journal Nallorn spproximately
annually, and there is a lending library of fantasy fiction and
fanzines' for UK members only. There are three national meetings,
the AGM and Dinner, the one-day workshop/conference, and the
Oxenmoot - an autumn weekend in Oxford which includes a party
(costume optional) and the traditional visit to Tolkien's grave.

Local groups, called Saials, are found throughout
the UK, and give a friendly welcome to SF/fantasy fans who
would to jotn - longest-standing group is the
Northfarthing Saial, which meets st The Bricklayers Arms, Gresse
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St olf Neiticoe Placa, Londn U1, da'the upetairs bac trom Opm
onvards. in members' homes also take place regularly;
ususlly et Sunday of the month, including a simple
buffet supper.

olnuuawmmmtm,mmu
constantly people move in and out of particular
reas oo well-establiched sanials are Ninas TIith,  the

organise them. Abrosd, the Tolkisn Society has contacts with the
American Mythopoeic Soctety, and the Dutch and Swedish Tolkien
teties.

For the latest membership details, send an SAE to
the Secretary, Anne Hawsrd, 35 Amesbury Crescent, Hove, East
Sussex, BN3 5RD.

IEEEE)

For those interested in literary societies, I'm
printing a list of others which might also be of interest. I'd be
grateful for information sbout other litersry societies, or for
further details on those listed below.

GENERAL LITERARY SOCIETIES

The BRITISH FANTASY SOCIETY Di Wathen, 15 Stanley Rd, Morden,
Surrey SM4 SDE. Devoted to fantasy, horror and related fields,
in lterature, art and the cinema. Publications include British
Fantasy Newsletter, featuring news and reviews, and
Horizons, featuring fiction and articles. Mesbership; £8 pa

THE EDVARDIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION High Orchard, 125 Markyste
Ré, Duguctan, Exaei IND 210, Fromotion of integrated epproech to
studies of Edwerdians Wells, Conrad etc. Publishes
Edwardian Studies.

15
SPECIFIC AUTHOR LITERARY SOCIETIES

LEWIS CARROLL SOCIETY Ken Oultram, Clatterwick Hall, Little
Leigh, Northwich, Cheshire CW6 4RJ Tel; 0606 891303 (office
hours). To encoursge interest in the life and works of Lewis
Carroll. Subscription: £3 pa

THE CHESTERTON SOCIETY 20 Valleyside, Hemel Hempstesd, Herts,
HPL 2LN. Tel: 0442 61828. Secretary: P M S Pinto. To promote
interest in the life and work of Chesterton and those sssociated
with him, or influenced by his writings. Subscription; £10 pa,
including the journal The Chesterton Review and newsletters.

THE ARTHUR MACHEN SOCIETY Rita Tait, 19 Cross St, Caerleon,
Gwent, NP4 1AF. Tel: Newport 42250. Membership: £7.50 pa.

VILLIAN MORRIS SOCIETY Kelmscott House, 26 Upper Mall, London
W6 OTA. To epread knowledge of the life, work and ideas of
William Morris. Publishes o Newsletter and a Journal

m:mlm-y Flat 36, 5 Elm Park Gardens,
wnm.snomm u‘thlll(olnﬂ-mﬁsnl
Mervyn Peake. Publishes s h‘m] newsletter. Subscription:
£8, £5 for students, £10 oversess.

THE JUES VERME CIRCLE 6 High Orchard, 125 Markyate Road,
Dagenhas, Essex, RMS 2L8. Promotion of scholarship and research
in the 1ife, work and times of Jules Verne. Subscription: £2 ps

THE H G WELLS SOCIETY Department of Language and Literature,
Polytechnic of North London, Prince of Wales Rd, Kentish Town,

3LB. Tel: 01 607 2789. Promotion of an active
interest in and encouragement of an appreciation of the life,
work and thought of H G Wells. Publishes The Wellsian and The
Newsletter. Subscription; £4

CHARLES WILLIAMS SOCIETY 26 Village Rd, Finchley, London N3 1TL.
To promote interest in Charles Williams' life and work, snd to
make his writings more easily available.

Competition Corner

THERE WERE 21 ENTRIES FOR THE MUMBERS QUIZ.
turnout gets better and better! They came from: lan Oldfillﬂ.
Mike Don, Andy Mills, Ronnte Blakey, R Smith, Stuart Falconer, Rod
Cameron, Paul A Moran, P T Ross, David Boyce, Steven Tew,
Margaret Tout, Steve Malone and John Spurrier-Davies. Runners-up
with ten out of eleven, were: Malcolm Kinnear, Jenny Glover,
Oraig Marnock, Kev Ncleigh, Jassicn Yates and Narioe Keborald
But the winner, by a short head, with all the ques answered
correctly, was: Susan Francis. Congratulations! A 5 hook  toren
is on its way to you.

The complate answers were:

1. Farenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

2. Room 101, in 1984 by George Orwell

3. 666 in Revelations by St John, or &
B

in The Number of the Beast by Robert Heinlein.

4. The Nine Billion Names of God by Arthur C Clarke (s that
10° or 10+27)

5. Aragom, Boromir, Gandalf, Frodo Baggins, Sem Gemgee,
Meriadoc Bri in Took, Gimli, Legoles. The

Peregr:
Lord of the Rings by J R R Tolkien
6. Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut Jr

7. Corwin wes one of the Nine Princes in Amber by Roger
lazny. His brothers were: Random, Jullan, Eric, Caine,
Bleys, "Gerard, benedict and Srand (plus Osric and Finndo,
deceased, for the pedantic.

8. The Great Year on Helliconia. Helliconia trilogy by Brisn
Aldiss

8. MMLXL 2061, Odyssey Three by Arthur C Clarke

10.  According to Spock, 17.9 years. The Trouble with Tribbles
by David Gerrold.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy etc by Douglas
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MATRIX QUIZ 77: ALIENS

the follouing questions se fully as you can,
giving title lnd suthor in all et

1. Name & race of two-headed cowards.

2. Describe a Hooloovoo.

3. Who was Jomay Cross?

4. Wnat is & DBDG?
5. Who was Winter Wind?

6. Identify the following Martians: Zat Arrres, Valentine
Michsel Saith, Ze Kraggash, Tweel.

7. What was unusual about the natives of Sigma Draconts III?
8. Who fought Bugs and Skinnies?

9.  What alien race is so stupid, it thinks if you can't see
1t, it can't see you?

10.  Who was Steigen-Sterben?

11 Who was Matthew Gore's invisible friend?

12.  Where would you expect to find: a hross; a sentient
ocean?

Send your next mailing deadline please, to
Elizabeth Sourbut, Trentholme Drive, The Mount, York Y02 20G.
(fes, it really is the same address two mailings running®)

[Tips on forcing Asstrads to do the impossible will be
gratefully received at the editorial address.)
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Members’ Noticeboard

Advertising in the Member's Noticeboard is free to all members
of the BSFA. It is also possible to have a repeat advert should
you so require. You are welcome to advertise short wants lists,
items for sale, requests for information, penfriends, anthing
which seems reasonable, etc, although the editor reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement. All ads should be sent to
Maureen Porter, 114 Guildhall St, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 1ES

you get to meet other BSFA members, and Committee members do
% tun up regularly to help. You ere making & most valusble

Next session is
8/9 October 1988

there? Contact l-uh Freeman more information|

CONSPIRACY FAN \TIONS
NOW READ ON - A Collection of Recent British Fanwriting ed. Rob
Hansen

THE STORY SO FAR A Brief History of British Fandom 1931 -1987
by Rob Hansen
PLATEN STORIES by Dave Langford. A collection of Deve's writings.
Each of these publications costs £2

DERYONIC  JOURNEY Gr Jemes. A representative
collection of fan writing over the last 50 years. Price £1

All the sbove items are available from Greg Pickersgill at 7a
Lewrence Rd, South Ealing, London WS. ues should be made
Payable to Conepiracy, and there s & flat rate of 50p postage

- Third list will be availsble shartly.
Many fantasy and science fiction paperbacks, secondhand
ressonable prices, plus a selection "o
secondhand hardbacks. Contact: Maureen Porter, 114 Guildhall St,
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 1ES to reserve your copy of the list.
Return postage spprecisted.

IR

WORKS #1 A new quarterly megazine of speculative and
imaginative fiction, poetry and art. 52 pages, £1.25 each, or
£4.50 for a yur- subscription (post inclusive in UK). Cheques
peyable to 'Works'

Contact: Dave 12 Blakestones Road, Slaithwaite,
Huddersfield, HD7 5UQ

COMIC READERS? PROTO-GRAPHIC MOVEL COLLECTORS? Assorted US/UK
comics for sale in one-off re-organisation:

Rare and delicately beautiful ALICE COOPER 1 (Marvel Premiere
50% barbaric CONAN monthlies 19-35, 41-53 etc; KULL 7-1
MARVEL FEATURE (Red Sonje) 3-7; stirring skiffy STAR WARS 1-
3;ETERNALS 1-5; fine-feathered HOWARD THE DUCK 4-

Homegrown Eirst Issues of CAPTAIN BRITAIN (plus free mask),
STARLORD and 2000AD, with runs of the lstter (86-101;144-162
etc) plus 10th anniversary issue. Offers and inquirfes (full

1ist available) from Andy Sawyer GisA), 1 The ., Woodfall
lane, Little Neston, South Wirral, L64 45T

IR EE]
THE TRANSATLANTIC HEARING AID by Dave Langford. A report of

Dave's trip to the 38th Worldcon in Boston in 1980, as TAFF
winner. A must for any fan of his writing, and the ideal
introduction for anyone who wants to know what the fuss is
about.

Avatlable for £2.25 (2 to TAFF, 25p for postege) from Dave
Langford, 94 London Rosd, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 SAU

4 4 WANTED & »
L-s( episode (10th) of Radic 4's Book at Bedtime version of Kurt
‘s Slaughterhouse 5 (serialised during the weeks May 9-
u. 16-21).

Contact: David Bannister, 206 Wigan Road, Standish, Nr Wigan, WNG
OAH or telephone Standish 421194

’I‘he Periodic Table

THE CONVENTION LISTINGS HAVE BENEFITTED FROM AN
injection of information on medis conventions, wunuy of Chris

fantastic among a wide range of specialised and traditional
disctplines. onuug together scholars, teachers, writers,a
artists and from the US, Canads, Latin America and
Europe, the mlm is an exciting and vital forum for the
exchange of idess on the great tradition of the fantastic in the
arte tmhou( the world Guest of Honour for the teath

O'Shea's filofax-sized conlisting which seess to

st the Wellington. Contact Chris at 12 Slmrd R4, Dalston,

London E8 1DB to check the availability of this wondrous

publication. Organisers of medis cons are also welcome to
vertise their conventions in The Periodic Table.

rganisers of A WEE CON have run into problems
end have regretfully decided to cancel their convention for this
Yoor. Lat's ops they will have another g th the future.

LUCON II has changed its name to ICONOCLASM
will be held over the weekend of 16-18th June 1989. Mt-ndm
membership is currently £9, rising to £11 after
after Contrivance, and £15 on the door.

place, Armiey, Leads, “LS12 2N for more inforaation

I've also received information about the Tenth
International Conference on the Fantastic in the which will
be held at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA during the pertod 15-13
March 1989,

Now in its tenth year, the ICFA is one of the world's largest,
most energetic interdisciplinary meetings. The annual conference
18 the foca t for the dissemination of scholarship in the
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s Doris Lessing. Other guests include
Suzanne Benton, C N Manlove, Robert Silverberg, Brian W Aldiss,
Orson Scott Card and Joe Haldeman.

Section chairs and individual pepers are solicited in the
following academic divisions: The Fentestic in British and
Commonwealth Literatures; The Fantastic in American Literature;
The Fantastic in National and Comparative Liter Lenc
Fiction Literature; Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Fantastic;
Fila and Television; The Fine Art

ls for sections and papers ss well as requests for the
conference flier should be sent directly to Marshall Tyms, IAFA
President, 721 Cornell, Ypsilanti, NI 48197, USA. Deadline for

on s October 30 1988,

Maxicon III has finally been confirmed for the lste
Moy Busk Helidey i 1000, Nexicid, for thoea wofustlier with 11,

on science fiction as & written form, with
conatderable space given to SF fandom, particularly that which
is relsted to fanzines and conventions. Originally conceived in
1984 as a reaction to the submergence of book-orfented SF and
fendom by the diversity of SF-related enthusiasme, Mexicon
adherents have long conceded that they now represent simply
another special interest am the many that make up large
conventions. As such, Mexicon could simply be seen as another
special interest convention, and it woul
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suggest that we offer something for everyone.

If the of include
films, computer rooms, organised gaming, costume, or the choice
of several programme strands, Mexicon may not for

Mexicon has none of these things. Others, better abls, can
deliver them at other events. What we will
track, tightly orgsnised programse,
the SF reader and the active and interested SF fen. There will
be filas and other entertainments, including & disco,

feel they've thing by not participsting in the
prograame.)

As before, we will not have a Guest of Honour. As
sgressively persons from all walks of the SF world
not merely to attend the convention but to participate in the
programme. Mexicon has been notable in the past for attracting
writers who otherwise had not participated in conventions.”

usual, we will

Contact: Greg Pickersgill, 7a Lawrence Road, South Ealing, London,
W5 for further information. Other committes names which might
ba familiar to BSFA members include Linda Pickersgill, Paul
Kincaid, and Maureen Porter.

Conscription, the convention intended for those
interested in all sspects of actually running & convention, is
still on schedule for September. A second progress report is due
at the end of July. For further information contact Henry Balen
at the address given in the listing.

Finally, I need help from members. In the past I've
tried to give some flavour of what conventions are about, with
a few this hes not nny- been greeted with
enthusisss, and I've rather hung back in more recent issues.
However, I've come to the conclusion mn it's more important to
disseminate s much information as possible and risk displessing
So, I'm guu; to try two things. Space p-r-mug

lude paragraphe in this news
progress ts s I receive t_
but I'd also like to tag each entry in the con listing,
with & code, s I do in the fanzine listing column. But what do
people want :owwh‘mm(mtth'tptu-
vast amounts of information, I could work ou
gaming, that
sort of thing, but it would be & simpler job if I could find out
what it is that people need to know when making their choice of
which con to go to. Size? Specialised or general con? What sort
of peripherals are involved? Get the ides? good, so would you
plesse let me know at the editorisl address. Ideas for more
substantial articles on conventions would be welcome, though the
request does not necessarily ensure that an article will be
produced. And any con committees reading, would you consider
putting Matrix on your mailing list for information. Thanks

CONVENTION ROUNDUP
compiled by Maureen Porter

When writing for information, enclose an sae for the reply. Most
cons run on & tight budget and this is always lmchtld. I
you sre running s convention or know of one which I've missed,
please send information to the editorial address. All listings
are free, and will continue until the convention has taken place.

1988 CONVENTIONS
CONDE 5-7 August, Oxford Polytechnic;
Guest: Terry Pratchett; Membership: Supporting £4, Attending £9;
Contact: c/o Ivan Towlson, New College, Oxford, OX1 38N

- The 1988 Eurocon;
Guests not yet

10-14  August, lud.p-ll
-nm\c-d.

currency finence Western ,u.u.
Contact: Hungarian SF Society, PO Box 510. H-1374 Budapest 5,

19-21 August, King Alfred's College,
Winchester; Patrick Tilley/Michael de Larrabeits;
Membership: Attending £8 Supporting £4; Contact: Wincon, 11
Rutland St, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 5G

KOANCON - 19-21 August, Coventry Polytechnic. Comtact: Paul
Mason, Top Flat, 19 Rusholme Rd, Putney, London SW15 3JK.
Games convention only.
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RUBICON III - 26-28 August, cn-qn-u Hotel, Newbury. Mesbership:
£5 attending. Contact: Krystyna Bishop's Cottage, park
Houee Lane, Reading, Berka, 5G3 SARSasl) friendly relaxacon
Wittle prograzaing, lots of socialising)

COMFETTI - 26-28 August. Star Trek con but uncomfirmed. Contact
Kis Farey, 30 e House, Hitchin, Herts, SG¢ STL for
further information.

SREEMOD 11 - 27-28 Aoguat, Sheppertcn Noat House. Nesbershiy
£20 attending. Contect: Mr &

Bouet, St Peter Port, n\-m-.,. o
Sherwood' con.

NOLACON II - The 46th Worldcon; 1-5 September, New Orleans, LA;
Guests: Donald A Wollheis/Roger Sims; Membership: £19 supporting
until 14/7/88 At £45 until 14/7/88. Conmtact: Linda
Pickersgill, 7a Lawrence Rd, South Ealing, London, W5 4XI.

PORTMEIRICON 83 2-4 September; Portmeirion, NW Wales. Contact:
Six of One, PO Box 66, Ipswich. A Prisoner convention. All
outdoor events free (except for a small hotel toll to non-
residents), indoor events open only to Six of member
risoner Appreciation Soctety), membership £10 per annum.

NICON 16-18 September, Queens University of Belfast Halls of

Residance. Guests; James White, Katherine Kurtz, John Flynn, Paul

Campbell. Membership: £9. Accommodstion: £9.20 per night BAB

students, £12.65 per night BaB others. Contact: Joe McNally, 106
on Rd, Belfest, BT15

PARIS SUR LA FUTUR 22-25 September; la Maison de la Mutalité,
Paris, France; Membership: 200FF;. Contact: R-y-um Audemard, 118
Avenue de Stalingrad, 92700 Colombes, France.

ARMADACON 23-25 September, Ballard Centrs, Plymouth;

Guest: Katherine Kurtz; Registration: £10 for the weekend, £5 per
day until Esster, then £15 for the weekend
also four 9% x 4" sses; Contact: c/o M Cornell, 4 Glenesgle
Avenue, Plymouth, Devon, PL3 SHL

COMSCRIPTION  24-25  September, Cobden Hotel, Birm:
Membership: Attending un. Supporting £6, Pre-con puhuc.um.
£2; Contact: Heary Balen, 8 West Ave, Walthamstow, London, E
SQK; A convention designed especially for those involved in, or
interested in, convention organisation.

UKCAC - UK Comic Art Convention - 24-25 September, Logan hall,
institute of Education, 20 Bedford Wey, London WC1.
llhhmllﬁum‘nrcu : UKCAC, PO Box 360,
London WC2

TWILIGHT 88 - 1-2 October, Crest Hotel, Crawley. Membership: £15
attending, £6 supporting. Contact: Twilight 86, c/o Karen Fay, 5
St Aubin Close, Broadfield, Crawley, W Sussex. Blake's 7 and Dr
Who con.

SPACE CITY - 1-2 October. Blake's 7 convention. Comtact: Miss L
Bannister Road, Burghfield Common, Resding,
36

DECAID - Shoestring Con 10; 21-23 October, Hatfield Polytechnic.
For further details contact Decaid, PSIFA, c/o Students Union,
Hatfield Polytechnic, Hatfield, Hertfordshire.

HANSECON - 27-30 October, CVIM Haus, Grosse Petersgrube, Libeck.
Contact: Dister Schaidt, Haidrath 33, D-2055 Wohltorf, West
Germany.

COMCEPT 28-30 October, Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh: Contact: Jette
Goldis, 97 Harrison Rd, Edinburgh, EH1l ILT. Fila & TV inspired
convention.

WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION - 28-30 October, Rameds Inn, London.
Guest: James Herbert; Membership: Attending £45 until 1 July,
fupporting £15. Cantact: Uorld Fantasy Convention, 130 Park View,
Veabley, Middlesex, HAS

WOVACON 18 - Annual Brum Group Convention;

4-6 Noveaber, Royal Angus Hotel, Birminghem; Guest: Garry
Kilworth; Membership: £10 (15 on door); Contact: Novacon 18, c/o
Bernie Evans, 7 Grove Avenue, Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 7UY

1989 CONVENTIONS

CONTRIVANCE - 1989 British SF Convention/Eastercon
24-27 March 1989, Jersey; Guests: Anne McCaffrey/M John
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Harrison/Avedon Carol Hansen; Membership: Attending £18
Supporting £9; Contact: 63 Drake Rd, Chessington, Surrey

MK T - 26-29 lhy. Albany Hotal, Rottioghen. Nesbershiz:
£15, cheques le ‘Mexicon 3'. Contact: Greg
mmmu.nmr-uu.s“mauu London VS 431
JOOMOCLASM (formerly Lucon ID - 16-18 June, Grllﬂn Hotel,
Leeds. Guests: Diane Duane, Peter Morwood. Mesbership: Attending
£9, Supporting £4. Contact: Jenny Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Armley,
Leeds, LS12 2NF

EUROCON, Republic of San Marino. Contact: Committee,
c/o Mulru Morganti, Via Cappellinini 14, 47037 ll.ll.nl. Italy.

m—mnmu«mnAqm-‘Sqt--
1585, Boston, NA: Gueste. Andre Norton/Betty & lan

What is 1t you've heard?*
“I'm not telling you, but I'm going to be in the main room at
10.30™

So there I was in the main room, listening to
Richerd Armold talk aebout his all-importent role in
merchandising; suddenly, he was interrupted by & member of the
committee, who walked up to the mic and announced
“Ladies and Gentlemen, Patrick Stewartr. The packed hall rose ss
one zo applaud as he entered; he was their new hero, their idol,
end for an hour and a half, they llt transfixed.

By 4pm on Monday, shattered but happy people made
their farewells and deperted. For many, this con had been a shot
in the arm, and it would take many days for them to unwind.

Stranger Club; Cantact: Colin Fine, 28 Abbey R, Cambridge, CBS
)

Yot wasias
W ?

rls*;

UFP CON '88 - THE 25th BRITISH STAR TREK CONVENTION
27-30 May, Metropole Hote, Birmingham

Teviewed by Kathy Shiel

OH HOW FICKLE FANDOM IS! UFP CON '88 WILL GO DOWN IN THE ANNALS
of British Star trek history as being the con which transported
Trek fandom from the 23rd Century into the 24th, and sent
Captain Kirk and his merry band of geriatrics epiralling into
oblivion. Fans flocked to the dealers' room to buy anything and

everything on ‘The Next Generation'. ‘Next Generation' costumes
sbounded. Bald heads were in! And fans swooned as Patrick
Stevart uttered the immortal words from the Star Trek bible,
*"Space, the final frontier..

The convention wes sizzling with excitement from
the moment everyone stepped into the hotel foyer to be re-
acquainted with old, and not so old, friends, lnd the first and
most important item on the agenda w it ‘The NEW
Generation'>" Imy fans meditated
in an effort to solve this riddle. This wes
something the Committee had obviously not anticipated, and they
had consequently filled their guest list with original series
actors, writers and hangers-on. Grace Lee Whiteney (Yeoman
Janice Rand in the original series) is, according to the blurb,
no mean filksinger and songwriter, have written and recorded
songs such as "Disco Trekking" and “Star Child". Sylvester McCoy
Or Who) wes another guest. "Psula Crist could probably make
Rambo feel This was the

£ uence involving
ladders, cardboard boxes, resin-glass bottles, plastic bins,
nm- kicks and punches, and her unique self-defence move of
bbing where it hurts. The other four guests, Richard
Kemold, David Gerrold, Disne Duane and Peter Morwood, are all
products of Star Trek fandom, with Arnold moving into
merchandising after his big bresk as a fan extrs in Star Trek:
The Notionless Picture end the others frantically producing yet
more Star Trek novels of little consequence.

Having settled in, 1 consulted the
programme, which was produced on & foldover card, with mqme
print and indecipherable times, a fact which led a number of
people, myself included, to miss the beginning of some items.
There were four video rooms, one showing the original series,
one showing 'Next Generation’, another actor-relsted
videos, which the fourth contained general SF videos, with
Sundsy being devoted to medis TV shows. UFP Con also had the
benefit of & real cinems which showed all four ST filas ss well
a5 others such es Innerspace and Spacebslls. the main
room wes also busy Vith its veual panel ftems, guest speeches,
games, quizzes and dis

By 9.30 am on Sunday morning there wes & real buzz
8oing round the con. Messages were being passed sround.

“Be in the main room at 10.30"
“Why, have you heard what I've heard>
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CONGREGATE - 10-12 June, Peterborough
reviewed by Staven Glover

CONGREGATE ‘88 WAS HELD IN THE PETERBOROUGH MOAT HOUSE HOTEL.
Wnilst there have been two previous cons in Peterborough, this
was the first to be run by this comaittee. However, the
consensus at the closing ceremony was that it shouldn't be the
last.

Apart from the explicit theme of “Humour in Science
Fiction®, which couldn't really be missed with terry Pratchett,
Shaw eand Isin Banks es guests,

Land", & cunning scheme devised to introduce people new to cons
to all the multifarious forms of fun that sre to be had. People

when they registered if they wanted to take part,
and those who did were taken aside, bought a beer, introduced
to each other and to the other folk in the bar, and filled in on
what wes going on. There were also some specisl programse
itess in the alternative programse.

111, enough introduction. On with the con! Fridey's
events Anclm.d a couple of filas and & roleplaying game based
the P-t-rberough Development Corporation, ss well se a
Turkey Reading. I these, but went to the Opening
Ceremony, which ulriTied e treditsomai role of introducing the
guests and committes, as well as being & verbal
for the rest of the weekend, after which I returned to the bar
until it was time for the filking

Surprisingly, 1 was awake in time for the first
"New Fan land* item on Saturday morning, which we ly a
discu-im of what it wes like to start out in fandom, whether

fenzines or cons. nm was & strong npue-um that the

al.d—(lu cons were more welcoming, but that fandom in general
wes more of a “close-knit" community. This was followed by &
discuseion on what people thought about fandom, including the
difficulties es much as the good points. The high point of the
morning was Bob Shaw's interview, although I remember it more
as a talk. In the afternoon, it was Terry Pratchett's turn, so we
heard about the next few Discworld books. There were a few
panels (rpgs, TV-sf, clichés, and linguistics), a horror quiz and
th-obug-m-ysu.\ya-n loosely based on The Genert

Mr and Mrs Professional-Person, better known ss
'r-rry Pnt:h-tt and Alex Stewart. As is traditional for small
cons, some function space was lost to & wedding reception in
the evening, but this didn't cause any lems except during
the masquerade, when some costumes received multiple second
glances.

Very few people were up and about for the "New Fan

Land" session on Sunday morning, so the first real item was a
panel on alien physiology, which was beginning to get rether
Husour

here

paralysed with laughter. Apparently, the panel entitled

-rn.m Not Funny, That's Sick" was even funnier, but I wasn't
sure 1f I could cope.

le were leaving that night, it was
decided to hoM th! filking early, with & break for the Closing
Cerenony, when no serious :vlplllnnv-‘rn-dnluu.hlve
left the hotel on the shuttle minibus, the dreaded Peterborough
Over 27 Club were taking over the bar.
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Fire & Hemlock

MAGAZDNE LISTINGS
Compiled, with comments, by Maureen Porter

I'd appreciate some indicstion, beyond what I already give, and
the reviews of course, of what people want to know about zines
when I list thes, bearing in mind, yet again, thet space is at
something of & preaius, 8s ever.

A genzine (g) usually has more than one contributor, contents
include articles, reviews, fiction, letter. A perzine (p) usually
has one author, contents vary. A clubzine (c)is produced by a
Srop or sociaty, containing & wixturs of items. Nediaxines (x)

) are xp! critical
Journals (cf), reviewzines (r) and "oy Mylhuu lse
is probably indefinsble (). ‘The usual' (tu) varies: a letter of
comment (loc), a contribution, the promise of either, a stamp.
Trade means their zine for yours. Simply ssking nicely often
does the trick.

Review coples sre appreciated, though plesse send two coples if
Paul Kincaid or myself are on your mailing list. I don't use my
own coptes for reviewars.

Apologies for brevity of some descriptions. I've not had time to
read everything yet.

AUSTRALIAN SCEMCE FICTION REVIEW #14 - Science Fiction
Collective, GPO Box 1294L, Melbourne, Victoria 3001, Australia
{cy/ £6 for six issues surface, or £12 for six issues airmail,
cheque made out to Joseph Nicholas, 22 Denbigh St, Pimlico,
London SWIV 2ER). This issue mainly concerned with reviews of
The Sea and Summer by George Turner, winner of this year's
Clarke Award.

THE BIG SLEAZE #5 - Terry Frost, GPO Box 1808, Sydney 2001,
Australis (p/tu ‘photos for Sleazemate of the Month, carnal
bribus and oll good etulf). Lively parzioa, resisiecent of the
work of our Chuck Connor. not for the
fainthearted but worth & look.

EFILMIKUFERIN #1 - Kev McVeigh, 37 Firs Rd, Milnthorpe, Cumbri
LA7 7GF. (g/tw) Interesting contents though production & unh
1dosyncratic.

FACT SHEET FIVE #26 - Mike Gunderloy, 6 Arizona Avenue,
Rensselaer, NY 12144-4502, USA (1/tu$2 per issue, 38 for four
issues). The essentisl listing magezine for anyone interested in
zines of any shape, size or description.

GOOD TASTE IS TIMELESS #11 - Owen Whitecak, Top Flat, 11

Horsell Road, Highbury, London, N5 1XL (p/tu). How to descr!
description of Follycon, among

X ing at Novacon,

end what your new Clubs Colusnist can do to lightbulbe. Highly

recommended fanwriting.

11565 Archwood St, North

HOLIER THAN THOU #26 - Martv Cantor.

Hollywood, CA 91606-1703, USA (g/tu, IBM Selactric Type I
typeballs, or $5) This issue devoted to a memorial of Terry
Carr, fan and editor. Also some marvellous cartoons by Grent
Canfield.

TAMERA OBSCURA #1 - Owen Whiteoak (see GOOD TIMES..) Another

sample of the tnner workings of Owen's mind.

55 Valley Way,
locs,

would be good

constructive) for this, & llnrlry journal. Bit heavy going for

my teste at times, but this might say more sbout the lacunse in

my reading knowledge. #24 is an L Sprague de Camp special, #25
vary meaty indeed. Worth resding.

LARRIKIN #16 - Perry Middlemiss (GPO Box 2708X, Melbourne,
Victoria 3001, Australis) & Irwin Hirsh Q/416
Caulfield North, Victoris 3161, Australis) (sort of genzine/tu).
Cheerful zine, & good read, maybe confusing if you don't know
some of the pecple involved.

LINCOUNSHIRE REVINS #2 - Pete Watts, Room 12, Newton house, St
c.-;- Hospital, Long Leys Rd, Lincoln, LNI 1Ef. (p/'locs, trade,

rockn'roll and anything else I could possibly went')
Wotable for an interesting ariicls on Quakarism.

THE METAPHYSICAL REVIEV #11/12/13 - Bruce Gillespie, GPO Box
519AA, Melbourne, Victorta 3001, Australis. (ci/tu or £15 for six
issues airmail) Another sercon zine, excel production,
contents somewhat more to my perverse literary taste, including
articles on Willlam Gibeon, C S Lewis and Ballard. Also &
consideration of the Gor series. Worth reading.

MIMOSA #4, #5 - Dick & Nicki Lynch, 4207 Davis Ln, Chattancoge,
Tennessee 37416, USA. q/m Interesting collection of articles
including one from

PIRATE JENNY #1 - Pat Mueller, 618 Westridge, Duncanville, TX
75116, USA. (g/editorial whim). News and articles from the Hugo
\ward- former editor of the Texss SF Inquirer. Worth

D.ﬂ.bmllybyhmcuvl-ﬂbbﬂln-\,um
3 Clarke, issue was

more from Chris Prisst on the Harlan Ellison saga. A must.

SUITABLE FOR #1 - Terry Frost (see Big Sleaze). More
general content, this time.

THYME #63 ed by LynC & Peter Burns. (n/sub availsble from

Josephs Richolas ~ eee Austrelien SF Neview for sddress, €3 for
tan 'levves, Chaques made paysbla fo Thysel Uestal if you are

interested in Aussie news.

VSOP #2 - Jan Dawes, 18 Burchett Place, Leeds, LS6 2LN. (g/tu)

Very production, ditto artwork, and some interesting

articles. Definitely for those interested in fannish fan writing.

FANZINE REVIEWS
by Gillian Barker

Fanzines seem to come in all shapes and sizes; A4, AS,
photocopied, duplicated, typed, word whatever the
writer has to hand. It would be unfair to preise one size, one
method to the exclusion of others. The point is to make the
best use of what's available, if not push back the frontiers.

Kev McVeigh is a regular contributor to the WRITEBACK Column in
trix. This seems to be his first excursion into fanzines,
although his introductory article cuggests that he is no
stranger to them. In which case, it's & pity he didn't take more
notice of them. His sloppy presentstion detracts from a fairly
sl Litle zioe Tsccwrsts folding. climey stapling, wibly
layout on the title pege, & title which isn't eesy to resd -

tume out fo be Efllaikufesin (uhat? - okay, maybe =
splitting hairs, but it doesn't to reed further.
Inside, corrections are handwritten onto typescript, titles
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hardly exist, and crime of crimes, a multiplicity of iypefaces -
it gets worse. However, the contents bear closer
iscludieg’ & Iwgtlyc =d falrly Doeemstiog wuve) ot

Clearly written from the heart. Maybe I've been hard on the look
of e thing, e it's m interesting rine, tdernesth. but meybe
others wouldn't persevere.

So, let's move along to Lincolnshire #2, from Pete Watts.
Actually a first zine, despite the numbering (a device to give
it some sort of fannish credibility, s pecullar notion), this is
almost the ultimate minimalist zine. Clean, well laid out, the
pale print gives it away as uced on micro-perforated
continuous stationery, hence the one side only of writing esch
pege. Oh what a giveaway, and incredibly wasteful on paper. But
the susterity of the production belies the interesting content
of the zine. The article on robots didn't €0 much leave me cold
#s non-comprehending. Was it & joke? And what's an MEF? On the
other hand, I was very interested in Pete's description of

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1988



MAYBE SCIENCE FICTION
IS DEAD

by Cectl Murve

I'VE BEEN READING SF ALL MY LIFE, JUST ABOUT. ONE OF THE FIRST
books 1 ever pt out of the wes science fiction, I think.
All T remember sbout it is that it was something sbout rockets

i

1 couldn't get past the first few peges. I couldn't make
of it. Maybe I was about nine then.

T'm not that old. I miseed the heyday of the pulps,
but T didn't miss the nostalgia for those happy optimistic days.
1 missed the techno-fiction of the fifties, but I didn't miss the

dark ond dismel days of the sixties, when technology lost its
glamour, when it became a tool of the dark forces of Control.
When I began resding in sarnest, in the late seventies, SF wes

“speculative fiction" to recognise the new
soclological, peychalogical, political and philosophical sublects:
I liked it. At heert, SF was & serious sctivity, it was about

you could never get to from hers. What happened?

I seem to remember “sscapisa® being a dirty word
lthou‘h it may just have been in my family) until, I suppose, it
big bustness. But I don't think it has ever been about
-wpu-. Tt's sbout optimism. Giow, there's & dirty word for
you) In the thirties and fifties, science wes good, science
the answer, science and technology won the war, didn't t? It
produced massive
escaping from that. SF wes part of that optimism about the
world, expressed in a fecundity similar to the fecundity of
science itself. Then came Bomb, the Cold War, and science
began to lose its sura of metaphysical rightness. The new
optinisas of sex and rock-and-roll had nothing to do
with science, and pretty soon became the source of vast new
peseinidns. Tien case relstionatipe end hokiss end disc, eed
then we 11,
gl B g e medis, plastic money,
personal computers, unemployment, material over-abundance on the
one hand and a greater awareness of the world's problems on the
other; incredible medical technology on the one hand and an

—[SOAPBOX|

incressing reslisstion that half of it is bed for you on the
other. Sclence was still an answer to some things, but it was
also a probles, a political probles most of all SF wes no
longer such optimistic reading.

Once somebody asked me what was missing in modern
sclence fiction, and I had an snewer, to my surprise. It was
that people in general, therefors including SF writers, could not

a future that they could look forward to. Science fact

longer
crested in elite establishments and at the mercy of economics.
And worse, for those of ue who could welcome it all, it is
fantasy. It is an existence similar to an adolescent with a
large allowance from his parents, doomed to end one day, happy
only if he does not look too far shead. We can only see the
holocsust ahesd, when we will have to leave the secure family
hnlmdm-uwmnymtmmlmmalthhdmm
tes, the rise of
Pindasentaiior ¢ ideologles. Hou can SF e optimistic when ite
very preaise has becoes cbeclate, is umvoldatly naive? Sciance
has science fiction by. eround alresdy
existing technology, or & variant thereof, e by b
weller, not because that's what mainstream writers are now sble
to do, but because it will be in tune with real attitudes to
science and technology: we want to think about what has already
heppened to us, not what might come about in the future.

fan has become the new spesker for
qtuﬁ.mlmmznmmuouvmmm"m
than science fiction is neither hers nor there: the pulp era of
SF wac the same. In fact, what we are st is & new pulp
ers, for a new form of imaginative fiction. What is it about?

inpass:
and we knew our parsnts who grusbled about “sscepist® reading
had forgotten what it was about.

1 continue to read SF, in preference to fantasy,
but I have a sneaking dead,
by the latest output of such famous undead as
our youthful optimisa,

ure
but the new generation knows that SF isn't where it's at any
more.

Quaker meetings, and his comparison of it with ‘noisy religions'.
Altogether more thoughtful than his tale of watching a chair he
is about to buy become contaminated by & rather unssvoury
character. A trifle childish but very funny.

TRAMCEFER is s product of the Manchester University Science
Fiction and Fantssy Society, and has obviously benefitted from
the artwork of Isn Brooks, also a contributor to these

y even ran & BSF)
s & collection of fiction, alti comment
New Generation, and Terry Pratchett's visit to the soclety slso
surface. I know that fan fiction is s to be beyond the
pale, but who says? Admittedly, editors do seem to be in short
supply in this branch of fan writing, but just because it isn't
the real professional McCoy doesn't mean that some people aren't
perfectly content to remain in the amateur arena. Highlights of
the zine are a mood piece from Jenny Newton - Return to
Nowhere (why sren't the authors credited at the beginning of
the stories) snd & wicked pestiche Covenant  the
Unbeliever. Overlong, but so's the original

SFERICAL ABERRATION #3 from Richmond Hunt s a most superior
production, s reviewzine, I think, but with a strong injection of
the personality of its editor, something the other editors ought
to consider. It's packed with items, zine reviews, interviews, but
the layout is immaculate. On the other hand, I'd hate to insist
that everyone do their zines this way. It would get pretty
boring otherwise. In the meantime, subscribe, and make Richmond
@ happy man.

MATRIX 77

[/ Don't forget that the deadline for the next issue of Matrix is:

EFILNIKUFESIN #1 - Kev McVeigh, 37 Firs Rd, Milnthorpe, Cumbris,
LA7 7GF. Available for the ususl?

LINCOUNSHIRE #2 - Pete Wstts, Room 12, Newton House, St
Guorges | no-pAm. Long Leys Road, Lincoln, LNI 1EF. Available for
the us:

SPERICAL ABERRATION #3 - Richmond Hunt, 51 Danes Rd, Exeter,
Devon, EX4 4LS. Available for editorial whim, a contribution, 60p,
or a three issue subscription of £1.50. Issues #1 & #2 still
availsble for 50p each.

TRAMCEFER - Science Fiction and r.mu-y Soctety, c/o The
Students Union, Road, 3
Avatlable?

THE LETTERS HAVE BEEN HELD OVER UNTIL NEXT ISSUE, MOSTLY

brief and to the point, as I would like to give everyone a fair
crack of the whip.

FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
2 S
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